
    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

     

17th December 2021 

Head Teacher’s Update                    

 

Dear Parents, 

It’s hard to believe that we have come to the end 

of the first term already! It’s been an absolute 

pleasure working with the staff and children this 

term and what a highlight it was for us to be able 

to get the children to entertain you all in a 

Christmassy way over Wednesday and Thursday 

this week. Watching the excitement on the faces 

of the children whilst they sang songs and 

entertained us would cheer any dull December 

day up! Myself, Mrs Hurn and the staff all 

understand that as parents you may feel that you 

have missed out on seeing these events face to 

face. Many of us are parents too and we know 

how much these special times mean to you all. 

We do promise that later on in the year, when we 

can, we will make sure that you do have the 

opportunity to come in and see the children 

perform in front of you… until them, I’m afraid we 

will have to make do with zoom! 

As we move into the Christmas period, it is 

beginning to feel a little like déjà vu! The race is 

on to get the population ‘jabbed’ and given 

boosters in an attempt to try and retain 

Christmas and bring some normality in the new 

year. There has been a lot in the press about 

potential lockdowns but currently and thankfully 

not too much mention of schools! Let’s hope it 

stays that way. We will of course be monitoring 

the situation closely in January and for this 

reason, our extra- curricular clubs will not begin 

until the week of the 17th of January. Further 

details will be shared with you in the new year. 

 

 

 

 

As we finish the term, we are saying good bye to 

Molly Houlihan our office manager who will be 

leaving us to move onto new pastures. We have 

successfully recruited an excellent candidate to 

replace Molly. Maria Batista will be joining us as the 

new office manager in January 2022.  

We look forward to welcoming her properly to our 

school then and wish Molly, the best of luck in her 

new role. 

Thank you for your support and commitment over 

the last term. You are always such a fantastic 

community to work with and your support is always 

much appreciated.   

Have a wonderful Christmas. 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Marais Leenders 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

   

 

 

 

PTA News and Updates 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Despite the disappointment from the last-minute 
cancellation of the Christmas market, it hasn’t been 
an entirely unsuccessful term for the PTA: 
 

• we have recruited lots of new and 
enthusiastic team members,  

• we laid down some great plans at the AGM 
in October,  

• we held our first ‘live’ uniform sale and 
helped to support the Project Unicycle 
sustainable clothing initiative, 

• the children had great fun at movie nights 
earlier this month,  

• there were some wonderful Christmas card 
designs,  

• and many of you can look forward to a 
‘surprise gift’ purchased by your child at the 
secret shop today.  

Overall, we have raised nearly £300 this term! 
 
Although there’s a good chance that Covid will have 
some impact on next term’s activities, the last year 
and a half has demonstrated that it certainly doesn’t 
mean we can’t contribute to the children’s school 
experience and we can, in fact, help one another 
through these uncertain times.  

 

 
 
The first big event in the diary for 2022 is The 
Worple Relay, so enjoy your Christmas treats, but be 
ready to spend January getting into shape! Last year 
43 people took part, running 400km in total and 
raising £1,500 for school playground equipment - a 
tough challenge to beat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
£10 Ice Cream Voucher 
 

 
A big ‘thank you’ to all of the parents, teachers and 
staff who have made these activities possible. It has 
felt like there is much more support behind the PTA 
this term and I’m looking forward to seeing what we 

can achieve in the term ahead! 
 
 
Wishing you all a very happy and fun-filled 
Christmas. 
 
break. 

 
Katie 
On behalf of Friends of Worple PTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 
 

Literacy Interventions  
We will be re-starting the interventions on w/c 

Monday 10th January. As always, these will run on 

Tuesday’s, Wednesday’s and Thursday’s before 

school at 8.30AM.  

Letters to the selected pupils will be sent out when we 

return in January.  

Please note, attendance is optional. However, if you 

do take up the place, please do be sure to arrive 

promptly for 8.30AM. It can be incredibly disruptive to 

the short lesson if children are arriving at different 

times.   

  

 

FSM Vouchers 
All children that are entitled to Free School Meals will 

received 2 x vouchers of the Christmas holidays.  

Vouchers of £15 will be emailed to families on 20th 

(£15) and 27th (£15) December and will be available to 

spend at Tesco, Sainsbury, Morrisons, Aldi and Asda. 

As always, the voucher will be sent via email so please 

do keep a look out for these.  

 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club will resume on Monday 10th January – 

this will be subject to change based on Public Health 

England’s advice, which we are hoping to update you 

on by Friday 7th January. All children invited to 

Breakfast Club for the start of the new term will receive 

an invite by ParentMail on Friday 7th January.  

 

 

 

 

Parent Corner 
 

Attendance        

Year Group Overall Class Attendance 
For This Week 

N 88.04% 

R 93.49% 

1 94.24% 

2 94.55% 

3 95.47% 

4 96.61% 

5 93.64% 

6 93.97% 

 

                  

 

 

 

Clubs 
Extra-Curricular opportunities   
 

We are hopeful that clubs will resume w/c 17th 

January.  

Letters will be sent out when we return in the new 

year so please do keep an eye out for these, as you 

will register your interest again for any clubs that 

your child would like to attend. We will be wor 

School Uniform 

Reminder 

There will be no more Christmas jumpers in January!  

Please can you make sure that the children are ready 
to return in the new year with the full, correct school 
uniform. Any new school uniform, please be sure to 
write your child’s name on the label in case it ends 
up in lost property! Thank you.    

Please be sure to write your child’s name on their 
sweatshirts and cardigans so if anything is left around 
the school or makes its way to lost property, we can 

The Overall attendance for each class is really good this 

term across the school. All children will be expected to 

be back in on Tuesday 4th January. We hope you have 

a lovely Christmas and we will see you in January.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nursery and Reception children were outside 

playing this week when they then spotted Father 

Christmas on the school roof! The children were 

incredibly lucky and excited to spot Santa and they 

saw him putting some Christmas cards down the 

chimney for the rest of the school!   

Father Christmas then popped in to the school office 

to check that everybody was working hard so he could 

go back and tell the elves who are very busy back in 

the North Pole making all of the Christmas presents! 

 

 



     After School Clubs Returned (for 

a short while!) 

  

Week 1 of Cooking Club - Mrs Pennington making cupcakes 

with Key Stage 2. 

 

Drama club with Miss Edge.  

 

MultiSports with Mr Dexter from Brentford School for 

Girls. 

 

 

Cooking Club in Key Stage 1 with Ms Patton & Miss 

Moore making cupcakes. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom Corner 

 Nursery 
Nursey have had a very busy term. We have been 

looking at lots of different Fairytales and acting out the 

stories using props.  

The children have been working really hard on writing 

wanted posters to find the wolf from The Little Red 

Riding Hood. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have looked at lots of different celebrations this 

term including Diwali, Remembrance Day, Christmas, 

Bonfire night and the children’s birthdays! 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we had our Christmas party this week where the 

children had lots of fun. We played party games and 

had a visit from Santa on our school roof! 

 

Hope you all have a lovely Christmas and see you 

in the New Year! 

 

 



 
 

 

                                                                       

 

              

Reception 
Reception have had a busy term of learning and 

fun. This term our topics have been Fairy Tales and 

Celebrations. Children have read stories such as 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff, Goldilocks and the 

Tree Bears and The Three Little Pigs. They have 

completed a range of creative tasks linked to these 

books such as baking, writing cards and making 

masks. In the picture above, you can see the 

children gathered round a bridge they made, 

inspired by The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  We have 

learned about lots of celebrations such as 

Halloween, Bonfire Night, Diwali and Christmas. 

Children made their own Diya lanterns for Diwali 

and their own Christmas tree decorations in the 

build up to Christmas. We have continued to 

progress in Phonics, completing phase two sounds. 

The children have used this knowledge to write 

cards and silly sentences. In Maths we have 

focused on numerical patterns, learning about 

different 2D and 3D shapes, how they are linked 

and using them in repeating patterns. Above you 

can see children creating a repeating pattern shape 

poster. Well done to all the reception children for 

a wonderful term. Have a very Merry Christmas! 

  

 



 
Year 2 
The children in year 2 have worked fantastically over the 

last 2 weeks and have all been really resilient to their move 

to online learning. During this time, they have completed 

lots of fantastic pieces of work, including their own fact files 

about owls, a number of maths activities, designed toys for 

Santa’s workshop and made their own recycled Christmas 

decorations.   

 
The children also had some visitors this week – some of 

Santa’s cheeky elves snuck into our classroom in the middle 

of the night to leave the children a letter. They used this 

time to show off their break-dancing skills and we were very 

impressed! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The children also learnt about the story behind 

Christmas jumper day and why Save the Children is such 

an important charity. They then created their own 

Christmas jumper designs using bright colours and 

different patterns. 

 

 

Well done Year 2, we are so proud of you!  

 

 



 

 

Year 1  

Year 1 had such a busy term, with lots of activities to do 

and a mischievous monster on the loose.  

We have met Nibbles this term and he was very cheeky. 

He ate all the paper and the books that we had. Children 

in year 1 made a wanted poster and wrote about the 

monster so we can make everyone aware that he is 

somewhere in the school. 

 

In art we have been learning new techniques and 

concepts about portrait and self-portraits. We enjoyed 

drawing our self-portrait or making someone else’s 

portrait by using different media and materials. We also 

have been learning about the collage technique and we 

enjoyed combining all the media to create funny faces 

and fabulous features.    

 

 

We also enjoyed learning about our beautiful world. We 

have learned about the 7 continents and about the 

oceans. We had a look at different types of maps, we 

enjoyed finding the continents on a blank map.  

What a busy and fun term we have had!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had an amazing start to key stage 2 this 
term. They have written some fantastic stories, 
travelled back to prehistoric times and created beautiful 
art work. Maurice, the elf, has been delivering some 
lovely books for us to read which we've even been able 
to take home to finish. Our 'Through the Ages' topic has 
definitely been the highlight of the whole term. Year 3 
have made cave paintings, swords, shields, houses and 
even became Celts. In science, we learnt all about 
skeletons and investigated how worms move (no 
worms were harmed in this process). Well done Year 3 
on a fantastic term!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 also learned about the Hindu festival 

Ganesh Chaturthi, when Hindus celebrate the 

birthday of Lord Ganesh with Mrs Stevens. 

Hindus pray to Ganesh to remove obstacles 

when starting something new. Year 3 made 

elephant masks of Lord Ganesh to celebrate his 

birthday. 

 



 PE  

It has been an exciting term at Worple for PE events and 
competitions. Our Girls Football team did an amazing job 
during their events and it was so lovely to see them being able 
to compete after so long.  

Worple also attended the Cross-Country competition where 
we achieved some fantastic results. Overall, the Year 3 and 4 
boys placed 5th, Year 5 and 6 girls placed second and year 3 
and 4 girls came first. Out of s many schools, we could not be 
prouder. A special mention to Erin in Year 3 who came 5th out 
of 50 girls in her run and Aneira in Year 6 who came 6th out of 
96 girls.  

Worple have introduced a Sports Council this year who are in 
charge of helping Miss Carridge with all things PE around the 
school.  [picture to come next week]  

There are lots of exciting, upcoming events in spring term to 
look forward to.  

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Sports Council 

 

Key Stage 1 Sports Council 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 In year 4 this week, we 

have been writing our final diary entries 

from a character’s perspective inspired 

by the book ‘Leon and the Place 

Between’.  
Everyone has worked extremely hard 

and have produced some fantastic 

pieces of writing as the character Leon.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 5 
Year 5 have been writing winter poems - here are two 

great examples! 

Wishing you all very happy holidays and a very happy 

new year. 

Mrs Ahmad and Miss Blanks 

 

 

 

        

  

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been researching tigers and finding out 
about tiger conservation. In our writing lessons, we 
learnt to create hybrid texts (a mixture of information, 
explanation and persuasion). Finally, we presented 
them in a double page spread.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6  

Year 6 have been researching tigers and finding 

out about tiger conservation. In our writing 

lessons, we learnt to create hybrid texts (a 

mixture of information, explanation and 

persuasion). Finally, we presented them in a 

double page spread.  

 

 

 



 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 
Class 

  

Nursery For the whole class for being so amazing all term. 
 

Reception Merits for this term are Joey for trying hard to learn his phonics sounds, 
beginning to use them to write words and sentences and to Louis for 
always being so kind to his friends, sharing and making sure everyone is 
happy.  

Year 1 For the whole class for being fantastic this term 

Year 2 The whole of Year 2 for being so resilient and brilliant when moving to 
online learning over the last couple of weeks. We are so proud of how 
well you handled the situation and all of the wonderful work you 
produced. Well done everyone! 

Year 3 Merits for year 3 for a fantastic first term. They have worked so hard 
and Miss Harding and I couldn't be prouder.  

Year 4 Sophie for showing great motivation in English over the last few weeks. 
She has worked extremely hard on her handwriting and presentation. 
Keep up the great work!  
 
Bella for always getting on with the task right away. She has shown 
great integrity and motivation in her learning.  
 

Year 5 Keira and Charlie for getting straight back into their learning- showing 
great resilience and motivation. Well done! 
 

Year 6 The whole class for a fantastic term of working hard and having fun.  

Class Merits 



 

Term and Holiday Dates 2021-22  
 

  Autumn Term  

Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd 
September 2021  

INSET DAYS – School closed for children    

Friday 3rd September 2021   School starts for children     

Monday 25th October - Friday 
29th October  

Half Term    

Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd November  INSET DAYS – School closed for children  

Friday 17th December 2021  
   

Break up for Christmas Holidays at 1:30pm   

Monday 20th December – Monday 3rd 
January 2022  

Christmas Holidays   

  Spring Term  

Tuesday 4th January 2022  
   

School starts for children    

Monday 14th - Friday 18th February 2022  Half Term   

Monday 21st February 2022  Children return to school   
   

Friday 1st April 2022  Break up for Easter Holidays at 1:30pm   
   

Monday 4th April – Monday 18th April 
2022  

Easter Holidays   

  Summer Term  

Tuesday 19th April 2022  School starts for children   

Monday 2nd May 2022  
   

May bank holiday – School closed    

Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022  Half Term   

Monday 6th June 2022  INSET DAY – School closed for children   
   

Tuesday 7th June 2022  Children return to school   
   

Thursday 21st July 2022  Break up for Summer Holidays at 1:30pm   
   

Please remember to book your holidays during school holidays. Term time holidays are not authorised and can 

lead to prosecution or a fixed penalty fine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Key Dates  

Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October Half Term Break 

Monday 1st November INSET DAY | SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 2nd November INSET DAY | SCHOOL CLOSED 

Wednesday 3rd November Children return to School 

Monday 8th November Clubs Start 

Tuesday 9th November Literacy Interventions re-start | Tuesday’s, Wednesday’s & 

Thursday’s for 6 weeks 

Key Dates  



 
 

We are currently looking for a Teaching Assistants to join Early Years to start ASAP 
 

 
EYFS Teaching Assistant 

Hours 8.30 – 3.45 p.m. (term time only) 
Scale 5 point 11-15 

 
For this position, you will be supporting the Reception teacher in ensuring that the children under your 
care are happy, comfortable and well-supported.  You must be a great team player and have a positive 

mindset. The ideal person will be friendly and charismatic, eager to learn and able to build a good rapport.  
You must have a childcare related qualification at Level 3 as well as previous experience as a Teaching 

Assistant. 
 

Worple Primary school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Successful candidates will be appointed subject to 

satisfactory references and DBS checks. 
 

If you feel you have the relevant experience, please send your CV to nwebb26@lgflmail.org and I will 
contact you when school returns in January. 
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Hounslow  
Mental Health Support Team (MHST)  
Information for parents of primary school children 

 

Who are we? 

The Mental Health Support Team works within schools across Hounslow to support children and 

young people. We offer low-intensity interventions as part of Hounslow CAMHS (Children and 

Adolescent Mental Health Services). Mental Health Support Teams consist of Educational 

Wellbeing Practitioners (EWPs) and Children’s Wellbeing Practitioners (CWPs) who work as part 

of an outreach service for schools across the borough.  

How can we help? 

We deliver six 1:1 sessions of Guided Self-Help (GSH). These sessions will usually take place 

weekly for up to an hour. This is an evidence-based Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT) 

informed intervention. CBT is based on the idea that how we think affects how we feel and how 

we behave. The intervention aims to identify and understand the child’s difficulty, and work 

collaboratively with the parents to support them in implementing coping strategies with their child. 

This support is to families whose children attend Hounslow schools.  

Due to the current COVID-19 situation, our practitioners are working remotely with all parents. 

This means that the sessions will take place either over the telephone or by video call. 

Who can we help? 

The service is aimed to help children who are presenting with mild/moderate: 

• Anxiety (e.g. fears, worries, panic, reassurance-seeking, withdrawing and avoiding things) 

• Challenging behaviour (e.g. difficulties with siblings/relationships, difficulties following 

routine, emotional outbursts)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://www.charlotteparent.com/CLT/Helping-a-Child-Cope-With-Anxiety/&psig=AOvVaw3ZWgmWsaGLuuCZC8ZmIcLw&ust=1594475042487000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIju987owuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAR
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.additudemag.com/category/parenting-adhd-kids/behavior-discipline/oppositional-behavior/&psig=AOvVaw13jG1ijM-VDYnRsPY5cr0u&ust=1594475103485000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDVvO7owuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG


 

 

Examples  

 

 

 

Getting help 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools refer pupils directly for support. You can contact your school’s link worker if you feel your 

child might need support from our services. 

 

The link worker at your school is Carlie Pennington. 

The link practitioner for your school is Mia Pang. 

 

“I would highly recommend this service to all parents/families that need help/ assistance with any 

behavioural issues. We now have a more relaxed and calm approach to any problems that might 

occur.” 

 

“I like the fact that I wasn’t made to feel like I wasn’t trying when methods suggested didn’t work.” 

 

 

Ash is in Year 5 and was referred for 

anxiety. Ash reports having tummy 

aches before school starts and thinks 

his classmates do not like him. His 

teacher reported he is quiet and does 

not put his hand up in class. Ash is 

struggling to pay attention to the 

teacher as he reports his mind is full of 

worries.  

 

 

We would deliver the Cathy Creswell 

child anxiety parenting intervention. 

Lisa is in Year 3. Her mum has 

reported that she takes a long time to 

get ready in the morning and eats 

breakfast so slowly, which has resulted 

in Lisa being late to school. Lisa’s 

mum has tried getting her up earlier 

but she still ends up being late for 

school. Lisa does not listen to her 

mother when she is given instructions 

and there are no consequences to her 

actions.  

 

We would deliver the challenging 

behaviour parenting intervention. 

 

https://research.reading.ac.uk/andy/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/USE_OC-Talk-MHA-event_FINAL_Handouts.pdf

