
    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

     

22nd October 2021 

Head Teacher’s Update                    

 

Dear Parents, 

What a busy but exciting half term it has been!  

As the school has returned to normal this half term we 

have seen the start of school visits, the return of 

swimming lessons, the opening of the stunning ‘Izzie’s 

Garden’, the beginning of some in school community 

activity with the regular Friday nursery stay and play 

events, morning intervention sessions, the beginning 

of sports tournaments and the preparation of extra-

curricular activities all ready for after the half term! All 

of this alongside the learning that has permeated 

every classroom across the school. 

It has been a busy time for everyone and this week in 

school we have been focusing on discussing each one 

of the classes in detail and considering what learning 

activities will be a priority for each of the children after 

the half term holidays. Intervention sessions will be 

offered to some, and you will be made aware of these 

if your son/ daughter will be invited.  As mentioned 

previously, the sessions will focus very much on the 

needs of the children, what we think ‘your child’ needs 

and may target some rather than others based on 

need. Please remember progress is never a straight 

line and can go up and down as your child grows and 

develops. 

As we move into the half term holidays, as promised 

we share with you in this newsletter a flavour of what 

has gone on across the school this half term. Next half 

term we will be launching our new website and hope 

that we will be able to use this far more to 

communicate with you about what is going on across 

the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, can I thank you for your support this term. I cannot 

underestimate how critical this has been in ensuring that 

the children are ready to learn and engaged. They are such 

a great group of children, always so polite, well mannered, 

and so kind to others, all values and behaviours which I 

know you are modelling at home! 

Thank you all so much. 

Enjoy the half term break and see you all on the 3rd of 

November. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Marais Leenders 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 



     

   

 

 

 

PTA News and Updates 
 
Dear Parents and carers, 

 
It’s been a great start to the 2021/22 academic year for 
the PTA; we’ve held our first onsite Unicycle sale 
(selling pre-loved uniform, not unicycles!) and a really 
productive AGM. 

 

 
A huge ‘thank you’ to Hannah, Becky and Stella for 
organising the uniform sale - we raised £60 for the 
school and saved around 30 pieces of second-hand 
uniform from the rubbish bin. Thanks also to everyone 
who bought or donated - we’re planning the next sale 
for the end of term (and you’ll be able to buy online 
again from November at: 
www.ptaevents.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool) so please 
keep donating any unwanted uniform that’s clean and 
in good condition (no grey please) - there’s a drop box 
in the playground with the Unicycle logo. 

                                                          
 
It was great to see so many of you logged in for the 
meeting on the 14th October. There were loads of 
fantastic ideas and, I’m very pleased to say, lots of 
offers of help! You can review the minutes of the 
meeting here, and we’re still keen to hear from you if 
you have some inspiration for us or would like to get 
more involved, so drop us and email 
(pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk) or track one of us 
down in the playground.  
 
Following the AGM, we’ve got some great plans for the 
year ahead. We’re starting next half term with: 

• Festive greetings cards, mugs, calendars etc. 
Designed by our very own small people - your 
children will need to complete the artwork 
forms at home and return them to school by 
Monday 8th November.  

• The 2021/22 lotto - numbers will be sold in the 
playground and online 

• Movie night with cine mini  
• And, we hope, a Christmas market!  

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
£10 Ice Cream Voucher 
 

 
If you can help with any of these, please do get 
in touch pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

Have a great half term. 

 
Katie 
On behalf of Friends of Worple PTA 

 
 
 
 
 

The Izzie Effect  
 

The Izzie Effect Walkers (who include 4 current 
Worple Mums and 3 former Worple Mums) are in 
their final training before they tackle a 26-mile walk 
in honour of the amazing Izzie who died in 2019 
when she was in Year 5. They are raising money for 
Great Ormond Street Hospital to refurbish Elephant 
Ward where Izzie spent a lot of time. If you would like 
to donate, their fundraising page is below. All 
donations will be very gratefully received and will 
help make a real difference to other families with 
seriously ill children who need the services of GOSH.  
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelly-
tyler3?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundr
aising&utm_content=kelly-
tyler3&utm_campaign=pfp-
whatsapp&utm_term=adfbb4790bb0446ca5ce989e
3c64e784  
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  Literacy Interventions  
The before school literacy interventions that we have been 

running have been really successful and the TA’s have been 

incredibly impressed with the improvement of the children 

after the 6 weeks of additional classes. 

We will be re-starting the interventions on Tuesday 9th 

November and they will run for a further 6 weeks, until w/c 

13th December.  

Letters to the selected pupils will be sent out when re 

return after the October Half Term.  

Please note, attendance is optional. However, if you do 

take up the place, please do be sure to arrive promptly for 

8.30AM as it can be very disruptive to the small groups if 

children are arriving at different times.   

 

 

School Uniform Reminder 

A final reminder that after the October Half Term all of our 
school uniform will be purchased through School Days 
Uniform Shop, as well as our PE kit.  

This means you will be able to purchase all of your items 
directly from the shop and you will no longer need to order 
through your ParenPay account, as we are aware that this 
can be quite confusing for some parents to navigate.  

Please be sure to write your child’s name on their 
sweatshirts and cardigans so if anything is left around the 
school or makes its way to lost property, we can ensure it is 
promptly returned to them. 

Please see below the link to the schooldays website, as well 
as the address for the shop in Whitton.  

https://schooldaysllp.co.uk/ 

Address:  
94 High Street Whitton,  
Twickenham  
TW2 7LN 

 

Secondary Transfer 
Deadline  
 
 

As a reminder the closing date for all applications is 
October 31st 2021  
If your child is currently in Year 6 and born between 1 
September 2010 and 31 August 2011, they will transfer 
to secondary school in September 2022.  
Transferring from Primary to Secondary is an enormous 
step in your sons or daughter’s education and we are 
here to help should you need us. Over the coming 
weeks you have the opportunity to visit all the local 
secondary schools to consider which would be right for 
your child. Although you or your child may already have 
an idea about where you would like your child to go, I 
would urge you to use this time to visit as many schools 
as you can. Often you may be surprised by your visit and 
a school you could clearly see your child in is not what 
you expected at all.  
The link below will take you to Hounslow admissions 
where you can find out all the information you need re: 
dates and times of the secondary school open days and 
evenings.  
 
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/downloads/20032/sec

ondary_admissions 

 

 

FSM Vouchers 
All children that are entitled to Free School Meals will 

received a £15 voucher for the week of half term.  

These will be sent out today, Friday 22nd October.  

As always, the voucher will be sent via email so please 

do keep a look out for these.  

 

Parent Corner 
 

https://schooldaysllp.co.uk/
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/downloads/20032/secondary_admissions
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 Attendance        

Year Group Overall Class Attendance 
For This Week 

N 87.41% 

R 92.21% 

1 92.91% 

2 94.71% 

3 96.74% 

4 95.98% 

5 95.21% 

6 93.86% 

 

                  

Clubs 
Extra-Curricular opportunities   
 
Please see below the clubs that will be available from Week beginning 8th November. If you applied for a place for your son or daughter, 
letters were sent out yesterday to confirm their space. Please note, spaces have been allocated on a first come, first serve basis. 
 
Clubs will run for 6 weeks, finishing the week commencing Monday 13th December.  
 
As we are not inviting any external providers into school this half term, we will run the clubs at no extra cost to families. However, assuming 
the situation with COVID remains stable, when we return to our full complement of clubs in January, there will be a charge for some clubs.  
 
Please find details below of clubs that will be commencing in November.  
 

Clubs Offered Days Year Group Additional info Where  

Multi Sports  Monday 3:30-4:30  3,4,5,6 BSFG Sport Leaders  Field/Hall  
 

Art and Craft Club Monday 3:15- 4pm  1, 2 Andra M   Nursery  
 

Rugby Club  Wednesday 3:20-4:20pm 3 and 4  Eleasha Carridge  Field 

Drama-Musical 
theatre  

Thursday 3:30-4:30pm 3,4,5,6  Stacie Edge  Hall  

Cooking Club  Thursday 3:30 4:15pm 3,4,5,6 
 

Carlie Pennington 
 

KS2 kitchen  
 

Cooking Club  Thursday 3:30 4:15pm 1,2 Karen Patton   KS1 kitchen 

Play and engage  Friday 9am -9:45pm  Reception Class 
parents  

Matt Whitfield  Hall  

Girls Football  Fridays 8:15 – 9am  5 and 6 Matt Whitfield  Hall  
 

 

  

 

 Attendance is a huge priority at Worple and we 

continue to monitor this closely.   

We have a duty of care to inform parents if your 

child’s attendance has fallen below the 95% target 

set by the Local Authority, regardless of the 

circumstances. 

If your child is absent for three consecutive days, 

medical evidence must be provided. This can be in 

the form of a doctors or hospital appointment 

letter/text/email, a copy of a prescription or any 

other evidence in order to authorise the absence. As 

always, we appreciate your understanding with this. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Year 6 Residential Trip 
Many of you would have attended the Meeting on 
Wednesday evening regarding the Year 6 Residential 
Trip. 
 
The Trip will be to Croft farm, Gloucestershire the 
week of Monday 16th to Friday 20th May 2022. 
 
A primary school trip remains one of the best first 
experiences children can have of spending time 
away from their parents and developing confidence, 
social skills and independence. 
 

1. Enjoyment 
2. Confidence and character 
3. Health and well-being 
4. Social and emotional awareness 
5. Environmental awareness 
6. Activity skills 
7. Personal qualities 
8. Skills for life 
9. Increased motivation and appetite for 

learning 
10. Broadened horizons 

 
Croft Farm is nestled in the heart of the Cotswolds, 
near to Gloucester and the historic town of 
Tewkesbury. The idyllic setting with an adjoining 
footpath meandering through to the River Avon 
provides groups with a range of options for enjoying 
outdoor activities on both land and water.  
 

► Junior Choice Adventures 
► 4 nights 
► Leave Monday Morning and return Friday 

afternoon. 
 

https://issuu.com/tui-education/docs/jca-2019-
brochure 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
If you were not able to attend the meeting on 
Wednesday, the information slides will have been 
sent to you via ParentMail yesterday, so please be 
sure to check these out. 
 
To secure a place, please pay a non-refundable 
deposit of £75 by 5th November 2021. You will need 
to pay this via ParentPay. Our office staff will be happy 
to help with this if you are not yet familiar with the 
system.  
 
Letters have also been sent home today with further 
details of costs and payment plans. 
 

Mufti Day 
 

Today at Worple we had a whole school mufti day in 

order to raise money for the incredible Great 

Ormond Street Hospital.  

Children were very excited to be wearing their own 

clothes to school and to give their donations to their 

teachers as soon as they got in this morning. There 

were also lots of wonderful Halloween costumes 

floating around the school too!  

We have now counted up all the donations and we 

have raised an amazing £193.85, so thank you to 

everybody for your very generous donations to such 

a worthy cause. 
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 Squid Game rating of 15+ 

We have been extremely concerned over the past 

week at the amount of children talking about and 

having access to the Netflix series Squid Game.  

Please see below advice for parents issued by Safer 

Schools.  

What is Squid Game?  

Squid Game is a South Korean television series 
streaming on Netflix. The plot centres on a group of 
adult debtors, thieves, and gamblers competing 
against each other in a series of childhood games for 
a grand cash prize. However, there is a dark twist to 
these seemingly innocent games – losing competitors 
are violently killed off in ways that grow more twisted 
as the games grow more intense.   

Harmful Content in the Show  

Currently, Squid Game has a rating of 15+ as the 
visual content includes high levels of gore, death, 
violence, and physical assault. It also has graphic 
depictions of suicide, murder, and sexual assault. 

Children and young people are likely to know about 
Squid Game via word of mouth and social 
media/gaming platforms. They may be unaware of 
the extent of gore, death, and violence the show 
contains. It also focuses on adult themes (such as 
gambling, debt, and sex) that are not appropriate for 
younger viewers.  

The aesthetic of Squid Game, especially in 
promotional images and material, appears innocent 
and childlike. This is to provide a clash with the 
excessively violent content that is meant to be jarring 
and unsettling to viewers. 

 

 

 

 

How does my child know about this? 

As this is a cultural phenomenon, Squid Game has 
become a popular subject of memes, games, and 
online conversation. It is entirely possible for a 
child or young person to know all about Squid 
Game – without actually watching the show. 

Popular gaming platforms Roblox and Fortnite 
have also seen a sharp increase in user-designed 
games recreating those in Squid Game. These can 
be played by anyone. They are also being heavily 
livestreamed by many gaming streamers on 
YouTube and Twitch as the show is currently 
trending, and mentioning it is an easy way to 
attract an audience. 

Parents and carers should be aware that video 
content from this show is found extensively on 
TikTok, which could also increase interest in 
watching the show. Remember: even if you 
restrict the young person in your care from 
watching Squid Game, they may be able to 
access content on other platforms. 

Should you wish further information and advice 
please follow the link below  

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/10/08/squid
-game/ 

 

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/10/08/squid-game/
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/10/08/squid-game/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

Classroom Corner 

 Nursery 
Nursery have been super busy the last few weeks. 

We have made Gingerbread Men as part of our pathways 

to Write book The Gingerbread Man. 

We have had lots of fun outside on the buggy boards 

finding different ways to move around! 

This week we have been carving pumpkins together for 

Halloween. 

 

Reception 
Reception have had a busy first half term, settling in 

well and making lots of new friends. This term we have 

been reading The Gingerbread Man and Little Red 

Riding Hood. Children have enjoyed a range of fun craft 

activities based on these texts including making scary 

wolf headdresses and baking their own gingerbread! 

We have practiced retelling the story through different 

mediums and writing letters to the characters. Children 

have loved playing a range of number games, practicing 

their counting and developing their number skills. One 

of their favourite activities was building a number line 

rocket that blasted off into space! Outside children have 

built their own obstacle courses, working as a team and 

helping each other to get around safely. Finally, we have 

practiced daily phonics games, enabling children to 

learn their sounds and develop their writing skills. Well 

done and thank you to everybody for a wonderful half 

term of learning and fun! 

 



 

   

                           

                                                 

Reception, 

Autumn 1 2021. 

We have had a busy 

term of reading, 

writing, counting, 

baking, crafting and 

building! 



 

 

 
 
 

 



 
Year 1  

                                                                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Year 1 had a fantastic start this autumn. We 

have discovered and learnt so many things this term. In 

science we have had a look at different materials and their 

properties. We have investigated their properties and we 

enjoyed working in a group to sort them.  

 

We have been learning about growing and changing from 

young to old and how people’s needs change. We enjoyed 

working together to sort important events on a time line. 

We found the 1950’s very interesting and different from 

what we can see now and we enjoyed writing about the 

entertainment and shopping in 1950’s. We explored a map 

from the past and a map from the present day and we 

enjoyed becoming little detectives and looked at the 

differences and similarities between them. 

 

We have been learning about fictional and non-fictional 

books and we enjoyed reading and writing facts about 

penguins. We loved sharing with the class all the new 

things that we have read about them. We now know so 

many things about penguins!  

We love art and we love to explore colours. This term 

we have been looking at primary and secondary colours 

and we have been using printing technique to mix 

colours. Have a look at our beautiful work! 

 

 

 

We love art and we love to explore colours. This term 

we have been looking at primary and secondary 

colours and we have been using printing technique to 

mix colours. Have a look at our beautiful work! 

 
 



 
Year 2 
Year 2 have had a fantastic first half term – we can’t 

believe how quickly the time has gone. Some of the 

children’s favourite parts of the last few weeks have 

involved our ‘comfy reading’ sessions, where they get to 

take off their shoes, lie on the carpet, listen to relaxing 

music and dive into a book. We have also loved learning 

how to play the glockenspiel in our music lessons – we 

are nearly able to play and sing at the same time! The 

children have also been experimenting with primary 

and secondary colours this half term and have created 

some lovely pieces of work, please have a look at their 

colour mixing pieces they made using a homemade clay 

blocks.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had an exciting start to the Juniors this half term. 
They have loved their topic Through the Ages and particularly 
enjoyed creating their cave paintings. In science we explored 
the skeleton and have learnt some tricky new words. The new 
addition of our circus reading tent has made independent 
reading that much more exciting.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Year 3 also learned about the Hindu festival Ganesh 

Chaturthi, when Hindus celebrate the birthday of 

Lord Ganesh with Mrs Stevens. Hindus pray to 

Ganesh to remove obstacles when starting 

something new. Year 3 made elephant masks of 

Lord Ganesh to celebrate his birthday. 

 

 



Year 4 

Over the past 6 weeks, year 4 have been exploring 

watercolours used in art.  

Our final piece was to recreate a painting by a famous 

artist using all we have learnt about watercolours. 

You can find a display of the wonderful artwork on our 

classroom windows so come and take a look! 

 

 



Year 5 

 

 

 

Here are some pictures from the 

art we have done in Year 5 this 

half term, exploring different 

techniques to create tints, tones 

and shades. 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 
Year six have been learning about Maafa. 

This is a Swahili word for great 

catastrophe or holocaust and among 

other things, refers to the slave trade. We 

have been finding out about the causes 

and effects, Britain’s role in the 

transatlantic slave trade and the lives of 

enslaved people. These story maps show 

the journey from capture to plantation. 

 

 

 

 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Class 

  

Nursery The whole class for settling so well into Nursery. 

Reception Ollie: for his fantastic attitude to learning and working hard on his 
phonics, segmenting and blending words.  
 
Jasmine: for always looking out for her friends and being kind and 
thoughtful towards everyone in the class.  

Year 1 Iqra: for working hard and listening carefully at all times  
 
Logan: writing fantastic facts about penguins.  

Year 2 Zaki: For always coming to school with a brilliant attitude to learning and 
a big smile on his face! Well done Zaki! 
 
Neve: For working really hard with her writing this half term and being 
kind to everyone at Worple. Well done Neve! 

Year 3 Congratulations to all of Year 3 for a fantastic start to Juniors. You all 
amaze me every day. You have been so resilient and faced the challenge 
of the big move to Key Stage 2 together. Well done! 

Year 4 The whole of year 4 for a wonderful start to the school year. You have 
all been an absolute pleasure to teach and I am looking forward to the 
next year with you.  

Year 5 The whole class for their resilience and the way they have risen to the 
challenge of the Year 5 curriculum.  
 

Year 6 A huge well done to the whole of year 6 for a great start to the year and 
for the brilliant pupil leadership speeches this week 
 

Class Merits 



 

Term and Holiday Dates 2021-22  
 

  Autumn Term  

Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd 
September 2021  

INSET DAYS – School closed for children    

Friday 3rd September 2021   School starts for children     

Monday 25th October - Friday 
29th October  

Half Term    

Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd November  INSET DAYS – School closed for children  

Friday 17th December 2021  
   

Break up for Christmas Holidays at 1:30pm   

Monday 20th December – Monday 3rd 
January 2022  

Christmas Holidays   

  Spring Term  

Tuesday 4th January 2022  
   

School starts for children    

Monday 14th - Friday 18th February 2022  Half Term   

Monday 21st February 2022  Children return to school   
   

Friday 1st April 2022  Break up for Easter Holidays at 1:30pm   
   

Monday 4th April – Monday 18th April 
2022  

Easter Holidays   

  Summer Term  

Tuesday 19th April 2022  School starts for children   

Monday 2nd May 2022  
   

May bank holiday – School closed    

Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022  Half Term   

Monday 6th June 2022  INSET DAY – School closed for children   
   

Tuesday 7th June 2022  Children return to school   
   

Thursday 21st July 2022  Break up for Summer Holidays at 1:30pm   
   

Please remember to book your holidays during school holidays. Term time holidays are not authorised and can 

lead to prosecution or a fixed penalty fine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates  

Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October Half Term Break 

Monday 1st November INSET DAY | SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 2nd November INSET DAY | SCHOOL CLOSED 

Wednesday 3rd November Children return to School 

Monday 8th November Clubs Start 

Tuesday 9th November Literacy Interventions re-start | Tuesday’s, Wednesday’s & 

Thursday’s for 6 weeks 

Key Dates  



 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a new and exciting role?  Would you like to work with a team of staff who are aspirational for the 

achievement of the young people of West London?  Would you like to make your impact in a school that is on the 

cusp of outstanding? 

Brentford School for Girls is a vibrant and multi-cultural comprehensive school and 6th Form providing outstanding 
education for students in Hounslow and a number of neighbouring boroughs.  The 2019 Ofsted report recognises the 

excellent achievement of pupils and that ‘the school’s ethos that ‘every child counts’ permeates through the life of 
the school. The report identifies the quality of teachers, community cohesion, safety and well-being and the 

behaviour of students all as strengths of the school. 
 

We currently have the following vacancies.  For further details please visit the school’s website: 
 

https://www.brentford.hounslow.sch.uk/workingwithus/vacancies 
 

School Administrator 
Scale 5 point 11-15 - £12,155-£13,054 per annum  

Working 20 hours per week – 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 
40 weeks term time 

To start ASAP 
 
We are looking for an Administrator who can provide first class administrative support to the school staff in line with 
the school’s vision and values.  The ideal candidate will possess excellent ICT skills, some experience of minute taking 
and good all-around administrative skills.  Knowledge of using SIMS is advantageous but not essential, as full training 

will be given for the right candidate. 
 
 

Kitchen Assistant 
Scale Sc1a £7,860 per annum  

Working 16 hours - 10.30 to 2.15 p.m./39 weeks term time 
To start ASAP 

 

We are looking for a Kitchen Assistant to assist in basic food preparation, serving food to students and staff, cleaning 
down tables and other duties within the kitchen and service areas.  The ideal candidate will possess good 

communication skills and demonstrate great team work.  Previous experience would be advantageous but training 
will be given for the right candidate. 

 

 
Marketing & Media Co-ordinator 

Scale SO1 point 22-25 £16,346-£17,476 per annum  
Working 22.5 hours per week/40 weeks term time  
Hours are flexible over 3 days or Monday to Friday  

To start ASAP 
 

We are looking for a Marketing and Media Co-ordinator to lead the branding and implement the schools marketing 
strategy.  You will be responsible for running the school’s social media platforms to ensure there is an outward 

facing presence in line with our vision and values.  You will also be required to produce high quality media-based 
resources, which support the schools internal and external marketing direction focusing on developing the vision of 
the Brentford Girl.  Some marketing and branding experience will be preferred and training for specific marketing 

packages will be provided.  
 

https://www.brentford.hounslow.sch.uk/workingwithus/vacancies


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caretaker 
Scale 4 point 7-10-£22,995-£24,258 per annum  

(plus overtime for Saturday/Sunday lettings) 
Working 36 hours – full-time (24 days holiday per year) 

To start ASAP 
 

Are you a Handyman/Caretaker looking for an exciting new role?  If so, we have a fantastic opportunity for an 
energetic and motivated Caretaker to join our incredible site team to help us ensure that our school provides a safe, 

welcoming and purposeful environment for our students, staff and visitors. 
 

Brentford School for Girls is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment.  Successful candidates will be appointed subject to satisfactory references 

and DBS checks. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


