
Head Teacher’s Update 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for your continued support with our 
home learning platform- ‘Google Classroom’. 
Most of you now have computer access and 
we hope that you will be getting used to 
google classroom. This is a tool that we do 
intend to continue to use widely across the 
school, even once we return, so we are 
encouraging you to keep with it if you are able 
to. As a school we will not be producing 
alternative resources, unless a child has a 
specific learning or social need that requires us 
to do so. We do hope that the home learning 
schedule is helping you to get into and 
maintain some kind of routine.  
 
I imagine the burning question for all of you at 
home now is ‘when will this end?’ As we move 
into the 8th week in lockdown, it is likely that 
we will see a loosening of restrictions, and 
over the next few days have some idea what 
this means for schools across the country. It 
seems more than likely that school reopening’s 
will not happen until after the May half term, 
and that these will be slow with the children 
eased back in gradually. Social distancing will 
most definitely be the norm with increased 
hygiene habits being crucial. We are all 
desperate to be able to have the children back 
in school learning, but as we know health and 
safety remain critical factors in allowing us to 
do so. We are currently working on plans 
behind the schemes to consider what we will 
do once schools are allowed to reopen and 
what the recovery position should involve. The 
most important aspects that we will be 
considering will be the physical safety of all, 
and the need to support the children 
pastorally, so that we can reintegrate the 
children back into the community in a careful, 
sensitive and well managed way. 

 
 
 
This weekend is bank holiday and we hope 
that you will be able to do something at home 
celebrate the VE day celebrations, and 
remember the events leading up to this with 
your child/children. There are some fantastic 
ideas for doing things at home and you will 
find a selection of these in the article below.  
 
Special times can be born from exceptionally 
difficult times and certainly the COVID crisis is 
one of these. As we begin to talk about the 
‘new normal’ emerging from the last few 
weeks of lockdown, let’s all think about what 
we have gained during these weeks, learnt 
about ourselves and our families. There will be 
many things we want to hold onto. The nature, 
family time together, the opportunity to 
connect in a different way, the value that we 
place on things. Let’s not forget these, as 
things begin to change.   
 
Wishing you all a lovely long weekend.   
 
Stay safe. 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Marais Leenders 
 
Executive Head teacher 
 
  

7st May 2020 



VE Day 
 
Friday 8th May 2020 marks the 75th anniversary 
of the end of the Second World War in Europe. 
The Prime Minister, at the time, Winston 
Churchill announced the end of fighting in 
Europe in a radio broadcast on the 7th May in 
the evening, and declared the 8th would be a 
national holiday. People had street parties and 
many flocked to London. The streets of 
London were full of people celebrating the end 
of the fighting in Europe (fighting in Japan 
ended on 15th August 1945). The war had 
gone on for a long six years and many parts of 
the country were bomb scarred. Buckingham 
Palace did not escape and it was from a bomb 
scarred palace that The King (our Queen’s 
dad) made a broadcast on the radio at 9pm on 
the 8th May 1945, our Queen will make a pre-
recorded broadcast on television at 9pm on 
the 8th May 2020.  
 
There should have been lots of celebrations 
but due to the Lockdown these have been 
changed. But at: 
 
11am there will be a two minute’s silence to 
remember service and sacrifice of the wartime 
generation and reflect on the devastating 
impact Covid-19 has had on so many lives 
across the world. 
 
3pm: The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of 
World War Two. Take part by raising a glass, 
cheering and clapping on your doorsteps and 
saying: “To those who gave so much, we 
thank you.” 
 
9pm: A pre-recorded address by the Queen 
will be broadcast at the exact moment her 
father, King George VI, gave a radio address 
on May 8th 1945. After the Queen’s address, 
the nation is invited to come together in a 
rendition of Vera Lynn’s We’ll Meet Again. 
 
Why not decorate your house with bunting…  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/
4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-
bunting  
or do some VE day activities… 
https://www.thepurplepumpkinblog.co.uk/tag
/ve-day/ 

Safeguarding Updates 
 
Talking to your child about Covid-19 
 
Your child may understandably be concerned 
or worried by what they see, read or hear in 
the news or online regarding coronavirus 
(covid-19). As a parent or carer, it’s good to 
talk to them honestly but calmly about what is 
happening, and to not ignore or shield them 
from what is going on in the world. If your 
child is worried or anxious about coronavirus, 
please take a look at the Young Minds website 
which has some useful tips on how to talk to 
your child and support them emotionally. 
 
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-
your-child-about-coronavirus/ 
 
Domestic Violence  
 
You might be more worried about your 
physical and emotional safety during this time, 
particularly if you’re experiencing abuse from 
someone you live with. Remember abuse is a 
reason for you to leave your home. 
Domestic violence can affect anyone and can 
harm your physical and emotional wellbeing. 
Domestic abuse can be from a partner, ex-
partner or family member and can be: 

• Threatening behaviour 
• Stalking 
• Physical abuse 
• Sexual abuse 
• Economic abuse 
• Psychological abuse 
• Emotional harm 
• Coercive and controlling behaviour 

 
If you are experiencing abuse you can 
contact the following agencies: 
 
Hounslow Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Outreach Service and One Stop Shop - 07810 
031 780 
 
National Domestic Violence Helpline - 0808 
2000 24 

More information can be found at: 
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20056/co
mmunity_safety/2133/domestic_violence 



Family Projects 
 
After seeing such a positive response from our 
“Book Corner” challenge we have decided to 
set a family project for all our families to get 
involved in.  
 
In celebration of VE day on Friday 8th May we 
would like to see as many as our families get 
involved with some VE Day baking. During 
the war food had been rationed - just like we 
can’t buy as much flour and eggs as we used 
to. Recipes changed to help people to be able 
to eat healthy food they could get. Why not try 
baking some wartime recipes of your own and 
then send your class teacher a photo of your 
creations.  For recipe suggestions check out 
this website... 
 
https://the1940sexperiment.com/100-
wartime-recipes/ 
 

 
 
Not a keen baker?  Why not dress up like 
someone from the 1940s and send us a photo.  
Don’t forget to involve the whole family! 
 
 

 
 
 

Reading Corner 
 
Supporting your child to read at home 
 
Children who read, and are supported as 
readers, develop strong reading skills and do 
better at school.  Open University research 
suggests there are three important ways to 
support readers and a love of reading… 
 

1. Read Aloud - Reading aloud to you 
children shows them reading is a 
pleasure, not a chore.  Older children 
can read to younger ones too. 

2. Making time to read - Making time to 
read alongside one another help 
develop children’s reading stamina and 
interest.  Let them choose what to read 
and relax together.  

3. Book Chats - Talking about books 
encourages readers.  Invite them to 
make connections and share views.  
Join in with your thought too! 
 

 
 
Free Books from Audible 
 
Did you know while schools are shut Audible 
are offering free streaming of hundreds of 
incredible stories?  All stories are free to 
stream on your desktop, laptop, phone or 
tablet. 

https://stories.audible.com/discovery 

 

 



Nominate your child… 
If you think your child has worked particularly hard on a piece of work or project at home and you 
would like to nominate your child for a merit, please get in touch with the class teacher using the 
year group email address.  
 

Class Merits 

Nursery Jamila - for handing in amazing work on google classroom daily. 
Imran - for trying so hard with his letter formation.  

Reception 
Agnes - for her beautiful creative flair that shines through in her fantastic 
drawings and for working really hard on Google Classroom.  
Matteo - for being so engage with all the activities on Google Classroom. 

Year 1 
Barney - for working really hard from home and having a great attitude to all 
areas of her learning. 
Max Mitchell for working really hard on google classrooms this week 
independently and producing some great work. 

Year 2 
Emilia - for working hard all the time and showing resilience when it doesn’t go 
quite right first time. 
Nelly - for great work within the classroom and showing a positive attitude. 

Year 3 
Harrison - for engaging really well with google classroom and for 
his fantastic video about a new robot waking up in a strange new place.  
Hannah - for her engagement and enthusiasm about her online learning, 
particularly in her maths work on fractions! 

Year 4 
Cairo - for working so hard on his google classroom assignments and for a very 
good ‘Reading Corner Challenge’ entry. Well done! 
Rosie - for a fantastic book cover entry. 

Year 5 
Huw - for writing such an atmospheric setting description full of powerful 
language. 
Kenzie. L - for completing his maths activities and setting a place value challenge 
for the class. 

Year 6 

Noor - welcome to our classroom, you have caught on so quickly and your work 
has been brilliant! Keep it up! 
Jonjo - for always being in our classroom with lots and lots to say! Brilliant at 
handing in his work and asks for help if he needs it! A google master!! Keep it 
up. 

Family 
Merits 

The Olowu family for fully engaging in all the work put in the classroom and 
working together as a team. 
The Anderson family for engaging with their work every day and putting in a lot 
of effort into completing tasks set. 

 
Times Tables Rock Stars 

Year Most Coins Most Improved Fastest 
Year 1 & 2 Anesu Kian Anesu 
Year 3 & 4 Freddie Freddie Samuel 
Year 5 & 6 Dylan Dylan Samim 

 
Key Dates 

Date Event 
22nd May Break for Half Term 



 

Book Cover Competition 
Winners 
Well done to all the children who entered 
the “Reading Corner” challenge and 
redesigned their own book cover.  We were 
really impressed with all the designs and it 
was a challenge to pick just one winner per 
year group.  Congratulations to our 
winners - take a look at the wonderful 
winning designs… 
 

 

 

 
 
 

By Alex in Nursery 

By Matteo in Reception 

By Audrey in Year 3 

By Dylan in Year 5 By Islay in Year 1 

By Vincenzo in Year 2 

By Cairo in Year 4 

By Lexi in Year 6 


