19th June 2020

Head Teacher’s Update
Dear Parents
It has been a pleasure to welcome back
another group of year 1 and year 6 children
this week and it is certainly brightening
everyone’s mood at school to see their cheery
faces! The children have been incredibly
resilient and have readapted to school life
quickly. Children show more resilience than we
sometimes give them credit for!
This week we sent out a questionnaire to
reception parents to understand more about
their preferences for a partial ‘reception’ class
opening. Across the week, we have reviewed
our site layout and the way that we are
running our bubbles as well as staffing
capacity (available staff who are not shielding
or staff available to manage more google
classrooms to allow others to come into
school) to evaluate our capacity for reopening
further. We do now feel that we would be in a
position to offer provision to children in the
reception class from Monday the 29th of June,
in the same way we have run the other
bubbles. Following this newsletter, a separate
letter will be sent to all reception parents to
explain this provision, and the safety measures
in place across the school that are now in
place. The government have been clear that
they will not be asking schools to open to other
year groups before the summer holidays as
previously identified. They have also said that
it will be entirely the school’s decision as to
whether they could offer any additional
provision before the end of the school year.
We have talked extensively at school about
how we might accommodate other year
groups, but under current provisions and
social distancing guidance, this would prove

impossible for us at Worple. However, we will
continue to review this and consider what we
can do to continue to support those families
more at ‘risk’ and those who are struggling in
the current circumstances.
During this week’s newsletter you will also find
information regarding class teachers and who
your son/daughter will have as their class
teacher next academic year. We have tried,
wherever possible to retain some consistency,
so that some teachers have been able to retain
their current class into next academic year,
particularly important given the difficult year
that we have had. Sadly, we will be saying
goodbye to Miss McArdle at the end of the
summer term. Miss McArdle will be moving on
to a new post after securing promotion at
another primary school. We are delighted for
her but sad to be saying goodbye. Thanks to
Miss McArdle for all of her hard work across
the school in her 4 years at Worple. Mrs. Hurn
as you know has also moved into school
leadership as head of school, here at Worple,
so she will also not be taking year 6 next year.
We have over the last few weeks successfully
appointed two fantastic teachers, Miss Lovern
who will join us in Year 2 and Miss Carridge
who will join us as the Year 3 teacher. We
welcome both new teachers to the school in
September and know that they will be a
brilliant fit to our school community. We are
currently planning a transition session to allow
both classes to meet the new teachers before
they start in September with us. Please do see
below for details of class teachers/attached
staff and classes for September 2020.
With best wishes
Marais Leenders
Executive headteacher

Maths Week London: 22-26
June 2020
All London schools are invited to join in the fun
and celebrate maths across the capital. This is
a chance to build children's confidence,
nurture a love of maths and spark an interest
in a subject that impacts all of our lives, every
day!
The Maths Week London website includes a
range of fun activities and resources that can
be accessed online, in home or at school. The
aim is to bring families and schools together
virtually and encourage everyone to be maths
heroes.
Visit www.mathsweeklondon.org to register
for free and receive updates about the contest,
free resources and more.

Whilst at St Mary’s I specialised in Spanish,
Art, RE and Early Years. As part of my Spanish
elective, I spent a month teaching in Spain,
which was great fun and I was able to spend
time learning about Spanish culture and
teaching languages.
I am also very passionate about mental health
and wellbeing. I recently submitted my
dissertation which focused on how to support
children’s’ mental-wellbeing during their time
at primary school. I really enjoy being creative
and I cannot wait to bring some of my ideas
to the classroom. My other interests are
swimming, cycling and baking cakes. I look
forward to meeting you all in September and I
am very excited to become part of the Worple
team!

Miss Carridge:
Hello parents, my name is Miss Eleasha
Carridge. I am looking forward to relocating
from Pembrokeshire, a small coastal county in
Wales and beginning my next teaching journey
in Year 3.
I have a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in
Primary Education with QTS from the
University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Using
my extensive knowledge of education, I have
planned a year of fun, challenge, and high
expectations for your children.

A Message from our New
Teachers
Miss Lovern:
My name is Alice Lovern and I have recently
completed my degree studying Primary
Education at St Mary’s University in
Twickenham and I have loved my time there.

My favourite subjects to teach are Numeracy,
Science and Physical Education. I enjoy
conducting
class
experiments,
promoting creativity, and
developing
the
childrens’ problem solving, communication
and collaboration skills. My free time is
spent reading and painting. I enjoy the
outdoors for hiking and playing rugby. I aim to
encourage a passion for reading and nature
throughout my teaching, along with many
other topics to help your children thrive. I am
eager to meet you and the children and for the
adventure to begin!

Meet the Teachers
Nursery Lead
Practitioner
Sam Moore

Year 3 Teacher
Miss Carridge

Reception
Teacher
Ms Hughes

Year 4 Teacher
Miss Edge

Year 1 Teacher
Mrs Mocanu

Year 5 Teacher
Mrs Ahmad

Year 2 Teacher
Miss Lovern

Year 6 Teacher
Mrs Whittaker

Executive Head Teacher
Ms Leenders

Co-Head of School
Mrs Hurn

Co-Head of School
Mrs Finch

Safeguarding
Do you know what sites your kids are
using? Do you know how they work,
what your children and the people they
'meet' on them can say or do on them?
What the recommended age limit is?
Here are a few of the more commonly
used sites that you may find your kids
using.

In newspapers that demonise the game.
However, children can play it safely and
enjoyably with a little supervision and
understanding.

Snap chat is a popular photosharing
app
for
Apple
and Android mobile devices, that
lets users share their photos for a
few
seconds
before
they
‘disappear’. But anyone receiving
a pic can keep it by taking a screen shot, or
new apps have been developed which enable
the picture to be retained without even doing
that. The site is being heavily criticised for
making it easy for children to be stalked or
groomed.
The age limit to join the site is 13, but
many children do so much younger.

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety
-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-yourkids-can-play-itsafely/?utm_source=twitter_adcredits&utm_
medium=social&utm_campaign=trendingcont
ent_roblox_safety

Tik
Tok
is
an
iOS
and Android social media video
app for creating and sharing short
lip-sync, comedy, and talent
videos. Because of easy access to
inappropriate content, and the use of popular
music that may contain explicit language, this
is not an app for young children. The age
limit for this site is 13.

Roblox, has been a major hit
with children worldwide, even
though it is an odd-looking and
often confusing game. For
parents at least. Like Minecraft
before it, its attraction to
youngsters is partly because mum and dad do
not get it. That makes it even more exciting
but can also lead to fears over its safety. After
all, much of Roblox is played online. There are
many Roblox rumours, fake scare stories, and
incorrect advice rife on social media and even

Links below
parents

for

further

advice

for

Roblox and your child’s safety

Advice on apps and age restrictions
https://www.getsafeonline.org/safeguardingchildren/is-your-child-using-these-apps/

Reading Corner
At Worple we use the VIPERS reading prompts
to remember the key comprehension skills.
Each letter represents a different reading skill.
This week we are focusing on R for Retrieve.
Here are some questions and sentence stems
to help you support your children with their
reading.

What are you Reading?
We are always encouraging our children to
pick up a book, but what about us adults?
When was the last time you made time to sit
down and read a book? Reading have been
proven to help reduce stress, improve focus
and concentration as well as improve literacy
skills. So why not pick up and book and get
reading. You could even try reading one of
your children’s stories…a great way to start a
family discussion!

Stuck on what book to read? Check out the
100 top children’s book to read.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-andreading/our-recommendations/100-bestbooks/

Class
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2

Year 3

Merits
Jamila for a lovely video about why she is different and special.
Ariyan -for showing fantastic maths skills on Google Classroom
Elijah - for working hard with his writing!
Bubble B for having a great first week back at school and working really hard.
Kian for great engagement in the classroom and delightful cheeky smiles in his
photo work
Autumn for great engagement in the classroom and wonderful work on wombats
Hamidah for putting great effort into her work and for always being enthusiastic
with her learning.
Constantin for submitting super maths work in google classroom.
Cairo for a writing a great letter in English and consistently putting effort and
care into the work he turns in- well done for setting such a good standard!

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Mrs Patton

Rosie for sending in work consistently that is well presented and some great
science videos, explaining the methods and results precisely. Well done!
Katra- for working hard in the Google Classroom and producing lots of work.
Good job!
Tazim- for being so positive and supportive in the Google Classroom
Crystal, what a fantastic return to school, big smiles, working hard and just
happy to be there! Well done Crystal, lovely to see you!
Harris, full of brilliant ideas, working hard, lots of smiling and having a go! Keep
it up Harris!
Raihan for a fabulous drawing of his teddy.

Times Tables Rock Stars
Year
Year 1 & 2
Year 3 & 4
Year 5 & 6

Term Dates

Most Coins
Anesu
Freddie
Dylan H

Most Improved
Anesu
Freddie
Thomas

Fastest
Anesu
Samuel
Samim

Due to the current covid-19 situation, we have been unable to use our final two INSET days that
were scheduled for the summer term as our staff have been working tirelessly on Google Classrooms
and navigating their way around providing an education for our children at home. We have therefore
decided to use Monday 20th July and Tuesday 21st July as INSET day for our teachers. This will then
mean that the school academic year will finish on Friday 17th July. We apologies for any
inconvenience caused.

Proposed Term Dates 2020/21
Autumn Term 2020:
Wednesday 2nd September – Friday 18th December
INSET day - Wednesday 2nd September
Pupils Return - Thursday 3rd September 2020
Half Term - Monday 26th October - Tuesday 3rd November
Pupils return - Wednesday 4th November 2020
Last day of term – Friday 18th December / 2:30
Christmas Holidays - Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January 2021
Spring Term 2021:
Monday 4th January – Wednesday 31st March
School Returns - Monday 4th January
Half Term: Monday 15th - Friday 19th February
Pupils return – Monday 22nd February 2021
Last day of term – Wednesday 31st March / 2:30
Easter Holidays – Thursday 1st April – Friday 16th April
Summer Term 2021:
Monday 19th April - Friday 23rd July
School returns - Monday 19th April
Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May
Half term - Monday 31st - Friday 4th June
School returns – Monday 7th June
Last day of term - Friday 23rd July / 2:30
Inset Days to be confirmed

