12th February 2021

Head Teacher’s Update
Dear Parents
It is hard to believe that we are already at half
term and what a half term it has been! Who
would have thought that we would be back to
home learning when we broke up for the
Christmas holidays!! Can I take this opportunity
to thank you all for your help over the last half
term. It has been an absolute testament to you
as a group of parents that the home learning
has gone as well as it has done. I have no
doubt that 6 weeks in, the children are
definitely waning, and keeping them engaged
is certainly becoming more challenging. We do
hope that the yoga on Wednesday helped to
keep the children a little more relaxed as we
‘roll down’ to half term.
As we move into the second half of the spring
term, we all await to hear news of school reopenings. We are planning in the background
for the reopening of Worple, at some point
before Easter. We are desperately keen to have
the children back in school learning and clearly
this has to be done safely. As soon as we get
an indication of dates we will be relooking at
our risk assessments, as well as our recovery
plan to ensure that we are able to bring the
children back safely.
Please do ensure that you all get some kind of
‘switch off’ over the half term. It will be so
important that the children come away from
their screens and get outside over the coming
week. Let’s all hope for good weather so that
everyone can make the most of the great
outdoors.

We would also like to say a huge Congratulations to
Mrs Finch who welcomed her second baby boy on
Monday evening, weighing in at 8lbs 13oz! We can’t
wait to meet him!

Have a lovely half term
Best wishes
Marais Leenders
Executive Headteacher

PTA News and Updates
Dear Parents and Carers,
We’d like to invite you all to join us on zoom
for an update on the fantastic fundraising
that’s been going on and what it will help to
achieve for our school. We’d also really like your
input on plans for the future. We appreciate this
won’t be perfect for everyone, but we’re going
to try an evening meet this time, as we know
how much everyone is juggling during the day:

Worple Winner Lotto:
Don’t forget to get your lotto ticket at
www.pta-events.co.uk for your chance to
win!
Have a lovely half term!
Form Alison and Katie
On behalf of the PTA

Date: Thursday 25th February
Time: 7pm
Location: zoom (details to follow)
Sadly for us, Alison will be stepping down as PTA
Chair at the end of this term, as she and her
family are heading for a life of adventure on the
coast! This means that we need to elect a new
leadership team - please seriously consider
whether you can help. Many hands make light
work, so it doesn’t have to be an arduous chore,
and the PTA can’t continue without volunteers
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk
Relay good news!
The relay kicked off in earnest last Saturday,
when Tuana (year 6) and Kelda each
completed an impressive 10km run - well done
to you both!
The event has already raised £840 for new
playground equipment and there’s still plenty of
time to
sponsor:
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraisin
g/worple-relay-2021. There are now a total of
36 runners in the team (click the link above to
see the full list), hoping to run a massive 285km
before the end of the month.
We’re also pleased to welcome sports footwear
retailer Sporting Feet as event sponsors.
Although you can’t visit their shops for now, you
can still buy online or over the phone:
www.sporting-feet.com.

A little gift!
Last week we sent out a little gift to all children
to brighten their day and just to say a big well
done to every one of them for adapting so
incredibly to the return to home learning.
Unfortunately, it appears that a handful of these
parcels seem to have gone missing in the post,
so apologies to anyone that has had to wait
slightly longer. We have re-sent the parcels on
Wednesday this week, so please keep an eye out
for them as they should be arriving today, or
over the weekend. (they also may have a slightly
bigger bar of chocolate for the wait!).

Parent Corner

School Devices

Attendance Tracker
We are continuing to really focus on attendance
this week, this is especially important when
children are at home learning to try to keep them
focused and into a routine.
Though the attendance for each individual class
has changed, our overall attendance for the entire
school has remained the same as last week at a
very good 88%.
We have continued to hand out devices this week
to those who need them. If you are having any
problems logging on to the live lessons, or
accessing any of the work, please feel free to
contact the school office or let your class teacher
know.

Year Group

This week we received some additional devices
from the DFE and have been able to share these
with a further 9 families. We are delighted to
say we have been able to offer devices to all the
families who requested them.
If your circumstances have changed, and you
now need support with a device or with
managing Goggle Classroom, please get in
touch with the office.
We all very much hope that we are nearing the
end of home learning and keeping our fingers
crossed that we will have all children back in
school for some face to face learning!

Safer Internet Day

Overall Class
attendance for this
week

Nursery

90%

Reception

93%

Year 1

78%

Year 2

93%

Year 3

86%

Year 4

91%

Year 5

88%

Year 6

92%

Tuesday the 9th February was ‘Safer Internet
Day’
Safer Internet Day 2021 celebrated the
amazing
range
of
information
and
opportunities online, and its potential to
inform, connect and inspire us, whilst also
looking at how young people can separate fact
from fiction.
The campaign focuses on how we can know
what to trust online, supporting young people
to question, challenge and change the online
world. It will explore how influence, persuasion
and manipulation can impact young people’s
decisions, opinions and what they share
online.
The link below takes you to the UK safer
internet centre, a website packed with useful
resources and suggested activities to do with
your children to enable them to make safe and
good choices when using the internet.
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/saferinternet-day/2021

Vacancy: Wednesday
‘Become a
Wellbeing
Parent
governor
at
Worple School’
School Governors make a positive contribution
to children’s education by offering supportive
challenge to help raise standards and monitor
resources effectively across the school. Our
governors work as part of a team and come
from a wide variety of backgrounds to add
value to school life by offering their skills,
expertise and time. You do not require any
training at all as this will be offered. Being a
governor at Worple Primary School is an
incredibly rewarding experience as we are all
committed to raising educational standards
and ensuring that our children are happy and
enjoying school.
We are looking for a dedicated and
enthusiastic individual who wants to make a
difference in the lives of children and is willing
to share their experience in an educational
environment. We would be particularly
interested in individuals who may have a
background in or knowledge and expertise in
one or more of these areas; finance, human
resources, health and safety, communications
and marketing or managing premises. If you
have a passion for improving the life chances
of children and can offer supportive challenge
to the leadership of our school to help us to
fulfil our vision, please complete and return a
letter of interest, explaining why you would
like to fulfil the role of Parent Governor.
Letters of interest need to be emailed to the
main
school
office
at
office@worple.hounslow.sch.uk by Monday
8th of March 2021.
A discussion with the Head teacher and Chair
of Governors would be offered to any
interested parent. Governors do not need any
formal qualifications but must be aged 18
years and over.

Well-being Wednesday
Another hugely popular and
successful ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’
this week.
More
than and
74 families
Another
hugely
popular
joined us
joined
us
for
a
whole
school
yoga
joined us for a whole school yoga session
with
session with ‘Sally’.
‘Sally’.

What the children said….

“This Wednesday we had a very special guest
named Sally Williams who is a local yoga teacher
that lives in Isleworth. She very kindly agreed to
do a zoom meeting with the whole school and
helped us to learn some yoga. The entire
experience was new and exciting and it was
definitely one of the highlights of home
schooling. A lot of the children did the yoga with
parents or guardians it was even more fun to do
it with family! I was pretty good at balancing for
the tree pose but my favourite bit was lying
down and relaxing at the end.” By Dylan Stone
yr6.
“It was calm and relaxing and got us all up on
our feet!” Hamidah Y4
“I did stretching my arms” Audrey (the fairy)
Reception
“I did stretched legs” Amani Reception
“We did relaxing and breathing. It was very
good” Danny and Mummy Reception
“I liked the cobra stretch, it felt good on my
back” Mehran Y6
Our next ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ is on 24th
February and will be, ‘Cooking with Lindy’ and
‘Art’ with Lindsay. As always, it’s optional, but
should you wish to get involved you will need:

Our next ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ is on 24th
February and will be, ‘Cooking with Lindy’ and
‘Art’ with Lindsay.
As always, it’s optional, but should you wish to
get involved you will need:

Plain flour

Plain Paper

A sachet of yeast

Pencil

Sugar

Colours (pencils
or felt tips)

Salt

Scissors

Butter

Rubber

Garlic

Ruler

Ideas for Half Term in
Lockdown!
Take a virtual trip to the
museum
Many museums, art galleries and public
spaces will be closing their doors, but that
doesn't mean their treasures are lost.
Families can take virtual tours of museums
and
galleries,
including
the British
Museum in London, the Van Gogh
Museum in
Amsterdam
and
the Guggenheim in New York City, thanks
to Google Art and Culture.

https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/
museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours

Check in on animals at the
zoo (without leaving home)
World renowned San Diego Zoo is thousands of
miles away for many British families, but you
are still able to 'visit' thanks to a number of
animal’s cameras set up across the sprawling
site.
Highlights include the koala cam, polar bear
cam and tiger cam, which will offer children the
chance to see some of their favourite animals.
There are also handy activities, crafts and
colouring pages available for free on the zoo's
website, making it a one-stop shop for a day full
of animal-themed activities.

One of the highlights is Britain's Natural
History Museum, which offers virtual selfguided tour of the galleries, an interactive
experience about Hope the blue whale and
audio guides narrated by Sir David
Attenborough.
The stunning visuals will keep your little ones
entertained - and there are plenty of
interesting facts to pick up along the way,
too. See link below for further details.
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attraction
s/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtualtours

Chester Zoo are also offering some fun home
learning activities and Cincinnati Zoo are doing
a LiveStream each day at 7pm (UK time) of a
home safari to add some educational fun to an
evening!

Get Cooking
Carridge

with

Tom

Rustle up Speedy Banana Ice cream, Easy Peasy
Ham and Pea Pasta and Smiley Pancakes with
your little people. Delicious!
https://youtu.be/u1viT5YUzmE

Click the link below for further information on
what the Zoo’s are offering!
https://www.housebeautiful.com/uk/lifestyle/a3
1955902/virtual-tour-zoo-trips/

Get
creative
Pococks
Have a Family Bake-Off
Cooking and baking with children is a great way
to introduce them to different foods and get them
involved in the kitchen.
To add to the fun, why not suggest a family bake
off, with parents and children dividing into teams.
You could even do kids vs adults if your little ones
are old enough!
Try choosing a recipe all together and then diving
off to make the cookies. The challenge will add an
element of friendly competition to the day.
If your kids are still too young to cook on their
own then bake alongside them, asking them to do
simple tasks like pouring flour or helping to use
the scales.

with

Zoe

Make a memory wall, colourful desk tidy tins,
and jars of joy with the children in your life.
Beautiful!
https://youtu.be/gw-_Ykaeg3w

Get Racing with Karun
Chandhok
Build a race-against-the-clock game, a
rubber band racer and a cardboard garage.
Go!
https://youtu.be/NpdvVnQSTTM

This week, the Oak National Academy virtual
library is featuring author and former Blue
Peter presenter, Konnie Huq. Her book,

Cookie and the Most Annoying Boy in the
World is the first book in the Cookie series
that she both wrote and illustrated, as an
audiobook. You can listen completely FREE!
There's also an exclusive video from Konnie,
you can discover her top three recommended
children's books and find out more about
what she enjoys about reading in a Q&A!
https://library.thenational.academy/

For some more lovely ideas of things you can
do with your kids over the half term whilst in
lockdown, please see the link below.
https://mytunbridgewells.com/things-to-do-athome-with-the-kids/

Classroom Corner
Nursery
This week nursery has been learning
about the Chinese New Year and made
their own lanterns.
These are some lovely pictures of what
some of the pupils made.

Reception
This week in science we have been trying to
grow avocados from their stones. We
used cocktail sticks to balance our avocados
into some water and hope that we get roots
starting to grow really soon! (Juno - pic with
girl and avocado, just avocado stone in cup Ralph)
Also, this week, reception have been
continuing their English learning with the story
about the Gruffalo. The class have been
learning about adjectives and using them to
describe the Gruffalo. (multicoloured gruffalo
- Audrey, brown gruffalo - Amaia)
In maths this week they have been learning
new words like taller, tallest and smaller and
smallest. They had to roll a dice and build a
tower that matched how many dots the dice
showed. They then had the tricky task of
making a tower that was smaller and then
another tower that was taller than our first
tower. It might have been tricky but reception
made this look easy! (colourful tower blocks
- Alex)

Year 1
In Year 1 this week we have looked at the
story ‘The Clocktower’. The children enjoyed
writing messages for the ballerina to make
her feel less lonely. They also asked her
questions and told her jokes, to cheer her up.

Year 3
Year 3 read the book ‘Egg Drop’ by Mini
Grey last week, the book is about an egg
who wants to fly but unfortunately just falls
and breaks. This week the class made it
their mission to protect the egg from
breaking. They all got very creative in
order to achieve their mission. Although,
some eggs did not make it.

Year 4
Here is some of the wonderful work from
year 4 this week. We have:
Keira’s Anglo-Saxon boat
Aleena’s Anglo-Saxon job advert
Gino’s Anglo-Saxon village
Toby’s record cover design
Tessa’s poem for Kensuke’s Kingdom
Rabiyah’s letter from Kensuke’s Kingdom
Charlie’s letter from Kensuke’s Kingdom

Year 5

This week in year 5, Lily
made some delicious
vegan
chocolate
brownies.
Emaan
made
a
wonderful
Well-being
Wednesday
creation
(top right) and Cerys
joined in with the Wellbeing Wednesday Yoga
Session!

Year 6
Year 6 have been studying the artist Paul
Cezanne, in particular his still lifes. We had a go
at doing our own close observational drawings
and paintings. We learnt that it’s really
important to do more looking than drawing and
to draw what you see, not what you think you
see.

The top left photo is by Erik and the
bottom left photo was done by Aicha.
Top right is a photo of some tulips that
Georgia drew. The middle picture on
the right was created by Emelda and
the bottom right is a photo of
Khadeeja’s work.

Class Merits
Class

Merits

Nursery

The whole class for being super stars and working so hard this half term.

Reception

Alex for great maths work, well done.

Year 1

Amaia and Juno for great engagement and participation in all work.
Selim for his beautiful writing and for trying so hard with all his work.

Year 2

Myla for getting so well with all her work and following the instructions.
Islay for always working so hard and being kind to all in year 2.

Year 3

Haya for having a brilliant attitude towards learning and always contributing
ideas.
Emilia for all her hard work throughout this term.

Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Anesu for her excellent narrative in English.
The whole of year 4 for their brilliant effort with online learning this term. They
have shown perseverance, motivation and challenge in lots of different ways.
Myself and Miss Thomas are very proud of you all so well done!
All of year 5 for their amazing engagement and resilience during this half term,
and the great work they have been turning in. We are so proud of your hard work
and enthusiasm!
Kenzie for working so hard in his English lesson and producing a lovely piece of
well-presented descriptive writing.
Georgia for amazing art work! Your work is improving so much because you
practise such a lot!
Huw for working so enthusiastically at everything and turning in all your work.
You’re the king of Google Classroom!

Key Dates
Academic Year 2020-21
Friday 12th February

School Breaks up | Usual finish time

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February

Half Term!

Monday 22nd February

Children return to School

