
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

26th February 2021 

Head Teacher’s Update                    
 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope that you all had a very restful half term 

break and feel refreshed for the half term ahead. 

We were delighted to receive the news earlier on 

in the week that schools will reopen on the 8th of 

March, and we have been very busy planning for 

the return this week. Our focus on the children 

returning will be on ensuring the safety of all in the 

school community, supporting the children to get 

back into a routine and ensure that we build up 

their social and emotional resilience. It is really 

important to us that when they return we have 

some fun! We want to reengage them in the 

learning, get them working with their friends and 

peers and help get them used to the normal school 

routines again. With young children, a few months 

away from school can feel like a lifetime! That 

being said, I am a firm believer that they can often 

readapt better than us adults, so I am hopeful that 

by the Easter break, they will be back into the 

‘swing of things’ if not a little tired! 

Further details of the reopening on the 8th of 

March will be sent home to you in a separate 

letter. Over the next week it is important that the 

children begin to get organised for the return. 
Dust off the school bag, get the uniform and PE kits 

ready, find the lunch box and the pencil cases!!! 

Please do try and support us wherever you can to 

return to those usual school ‘bed time routines’, if 

they have become lost over the last few months. 

The children will be tired those first few weeks 

so getting the right amount of sleep will really 

help them to settle back in. 

 

We will be running a parent forum on Wednesday 3rd 

March at 2pm if you do have any questions regarding 

the return, please do join us.  

Next week, year 6 will also be receiving their 

secondary school places. We are really hopeful that 

the children will get into their school of choice. 

Please do not worry if this is not the case. Again, we 

will be running a parent’s session on Tuesday 2nd at 

10:30AM for any year 6 parents to join us who may 

have questions about their school place and next 

steps. These will all be via Zoom. The links can be 

found below and have also been sent via ParentMail 

today.  

I would really like to take this opportunity to thank 

you as parents for your continued support and for 

the way in which you have guided the children over 

the last few months and in doing so, have made it 

that much easier for our teachers to be able to teach. 

Can I also thank all of the staff at Worple, who I think 

have done an absolutely brilliant job. They have 

worked tirelessly to ensure that the children have 

received excellent quality online provision, and those 

who have worked in school throughout the lockdown 

to support the vulnerable and key worker children 

must also be commended! On behalf of the school, 

thank you so much for your hard work during this 

time. Finally, a huge thank you to all of the children. 

We know that this has not been easy for any of them 

but they have remained incredibly resilient and 

focused given the enormous challenges of working 

online. You should all be very proud of yourselves! 

We are all really looking forward to having the 

children back in school in a week’s time. In the 

meantime, enjoy the last week at home that you will 

have for a while with your son/daughter. 

Best wishes, 

Marais Leenders 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 



     

 

 

 

 

PTA News and Updates 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Is this the end of the PTA….? 

With Alison’s impending departure, we need at 
least one more Trustee in order to be able to 
continue operating as a PTA - can you help?  

Trustees can take a purely administrative role, if 
the day-to-day running of the PTA isn’t for you. 
Please email if you can help or for more info: 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 

Relay news - 300km and £1,300!!!! 

Support for the relay has been off the scale! 40 
maing kids, parents and teachers have pushed 
themselves to cover over 300km, and have raised 
a whopping £1,300 - thank you so much to 
everyone who has run, donated and supported the 
event, and to our official sponsor Sporting Feet. 

There are still a few days to go if you’d like to join 
the run or sponsor the team, and you can see some 
very proud faces on the fundraising page here. If 
you’d like to join the Worple Runners WhatsApp 
group please send email: 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 

Check the PTA meeting minutes for an update on 
how the money will be spent. 

Last chance Lotto 

We’re postponing today’s draw, as we didn’t sell 
enough tickets. This now means that for just £6 you 
have the chance to win £10 in March, £10 in April, 
£10 in May and £30 in June! Buy your ticket now at 
www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool 

 

Big thanks 

Finally, thank you to the mums and dads who 
joined Val (Mrs Hurn), Alison and I on yesterday’s 
zoom meeting. It was great to get some fresh ideas 
and see some new faces alongside those who 
regularly support the cause. 

 

Well-being Wednesday 
This week we had another amazing response to 

our Well-being Wednesday. There were lots of 

delicious looking doughballs made with Miss 

Thomas, as well as some fantastic art creations in 

‘Art with Lynsey’.  

To celebrate World Book Day next week, we will 

be having a virtual visit from local author and 

friend of Worple, Zoe Antoniades. As part of our 

Well Being Wednesday programme, Zoe will be 

doing a live reading from her latest book in the 

Cally and Jimmy series. If you would like to 

preorder a signed copy of one of Zoe’s books for 

the discounted price of £5, please complete the 

attached booking form that was sent out today via 

ParentMail and make payment through your 

ParentPay account. This will be under ‘Book by 

Author Zoe Antionades’. Please ensure that you 

have done this by Tuesday 2nd March to ensure 

your child does not miss out.  

Topic: Zoe Antoniades' Author Talk with Worple 
Time: Mar 3, 2021 13:15 London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/8850274532?pwd=T3B3MklxS
y82amIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 885 027 4532 
Passcode: Zoe 

regularly support the cause. The minutes will be 
made available on the PTA web page and events 
site in due course, but please keep sharing your 
ideas and suggestions: 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 

course, but please keep sharing your ideas and 
suggestions: pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Form Alison and Katie 

 

 

 

mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk
https://www.sporting-feet.com/products?sale=1
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool/?event=login&notLoggedIn=true&#.YDgKdeiTLIU
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool/?event=login&notLoggedIn=true&#.YDgKdeiTLIU
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/worple-relay-2021
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/worple-relay-2021
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
https://zoom.us/j/8850274532?pwd=T3B3MklxSy82amIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09
https://zoom.us/j/8850274532?pwd=T3B3MklxSy82amIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk


   

 

 

Attendance Tracker 
The attendance this week has remained at an 

impressive 87%. As we head into the final week of 

home learning, we hope to keep the high levels of 

engagement until all children are able to return to 

School on Monday 8th March.  

Once the children are back in school, we will continue 

to monitor attendance closely as it’ll be extremely 

important over the coming weeks to ensure the 

children are receiving as much support from the 

school and their teachers as possible.  

Year Group 

Overall Class attendance 

for this week  
 

Nursery 89% 
 

Reception 92% 
 

Year 1 75% 
 

Year 2 90% 
 

Year 3 91% 
 

Year 4 90% 
 

Year 5 89% 
 

Year 6 92% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

Parent Corner  
 

Parent Forum 
As mentioned by Ms Leenders above, next week we 

will be running two Parent Forum’s via Zoom.  

Tuesday 2nd March at 10:30 – 11:30 | 

Year 6 Offer Day.  

Following the Year 6 Offer day on Monday, we will 

be running a Parent Meeting for all Year 6 parents 

to answer any questions that you may have 

regarding your child’s place and to discuss next 

steps. Please see Zoom link below.    

Worple Primary School is inviting you to a 

scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Parent Forum | Year 6 Offer Day 

Time: Mar 2, 2021 10:00 AM London 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/99444232697?pwd=cjRmTFUra

1NuakdEcUMvTkFQbUJpUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 994 4423 2697 

Passcode: 169512 

 

Wednesday 3rd March at 2pm – 3pm | 

School Returning.  

On Wednesday afternoon Ms Leenders and Mrs 

Hurn will be holding a Parent Forum for all parents 

ahead of the return to school on Monday 8th March. 

Please do join us if you have any questions, or just 

to gain a little bit more information regarding your 

children returning to School. Please find below the 

Zoom details.  

Worple Primary School is inviting you to a 

scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

 

Topic: Parent Forum | Return to School 

Time: Mar 3, 2021 10:00 AM London 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/99767484531?pwd=eEJwdVdC

V1BzemdwTUlVRnhHdFFkUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 997 6748 4531 

Passcode: 927523 

 

                     

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/99444232697?pwd%3DcjRmTFUra1NuakdEcUMvTkFQbUJpUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1614673159703000&usg=AOvVaw1kT72qcaPfBFqP2ndjN2gg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/99444232697?pwd%3DcjRmTFUra1NuakdEcUMvTkFQbUJpUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1614673159703000&usg=AOvVaw1kT72qcaPfBFqP2ndjN2gg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/99767484531?pwd%3DeEJwdVdCV1BzemdwTUlVRnhHdFFkUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1614673159703000&usg=AOvVaw17JTSR_PmcMujF6BDtKFG7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/99767484531?pwd%3DeEJwdVdCV1BzemdwTUlVRnhHdFFkUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1614673159703000&usg=AOvVaw17JTSR_PmcMujF6BDtKFG7


   

 

 

 

      

Secondary age students will be tested for Covid 
on their return, schools and colleges will organise 
the testing of groups of pupils during the first 
week. Since the start of term 4 million tests have 
been done in schools and weekly testing of pupils 
and staff will help keep everyone safe. If your 
child uses wraparound childcare, including 
childminders, these should also allow 
attendance for eligible children. 

If your child attends an Early Years setting, these 
will continue to be open to all children, as they 
have throughout the period of national 
restrictions. 

16- to 19-year olds (or 19- to 25-year olds with 
an EHCP) who attend further education settings 
will also undertake the majority of their planned 
hours on site. 

Students in higher education undertaking 
practical or practice-based (including creative 
arts) courses who need access to specialist 
equipment and facilities will be able to 
recommence in-person teaching and learning 
from the 8 March. The Government will review, 
by the end of the Easter holidays, the options for 
timing of the return of remaining students. This 
review will take account of the latest data and 
will be a key part of the wider roadmap steps. 
Students and providers will be given a week’s 
notice ahead of any further return. 

Rapid testing 

Since January, schools and colleges have been 
delivering rapid asymptomatic testing. Rapid 
testing remains an important part of the 
government’s plan to suppress the virus, in 
education and childcare settings and across 
society. This sort of testing means that people 
who have COVID19 but do not have any 
symptoms of COVID 19, who might otherwise 
continue to attend educational settings, can be 
identified and self-isolate. 

If your child has attended a secondary school or 
college through January, they may have been 
offered a test, and we are now asking that 
secondary schools and colleges offer tests for all 
students across the week of the 8 March as they 
return. If your child attends a primary school, 
they will not be offered a test upon return. 

 

 

Gavin Williamsons open 

letter to parents, carers 

and guardians. 

Dear parents, carers and guardians, 

I would like to thank you for the sacrifices you have 
made and, where possible, for keeping your children 
and young people at home during this period of 
national restrictions. I recognise that for many of you 
this will have been a very challenging time. I am 
writing to you to set out in greater detail the easing 
of restrictions on face-to-face teaching announced 
this week. 

When the Prime Minister announced this lockdown, 
he was clear he would review the situation in mid-
February. This was dependent upon the most 
vulnerable adults being offered the first dose of the 
vaccine by 15 February, meaning they should have 
developed some immunity from the virus by about 
three weeks later, that is by 8 March. 

I am pleased to say that, thanks to the efforts of the 
NHS, volunteers and scientists, the government has 
achieved this target and, following an in-depth 
analysis of the virus prevalence data, and the data on 
NHS capacity, both suggest that infection rates have 
fallen across all ages, including in children and young 
people. 

Yesterday, the Prime Minister set out the next phase 
of the government’s response to coronavirus (COVID-
19), including where restrictions on attendance at 
education settings can be lifted. 

Return 

The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health has 
made clear that the overwhelming majority of 
children and young people still have no symptoms or 
very mild illness only. We also know that returning 
children to face to face teaching is vital for their 
educational progress, for their wellbeing, and for 
their wider development. 

If your child attends a primary, secondary, special or 
alternative provision school, college or further 
education setting they will return to their setting 
from 8 March – or if already attending, will be joined 
by their classmates. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twice-weekly asymptomatic testing is already 

available for the secondary school, most college, 

primary school, school-based nursery and 

maintained nursery school workforce, including 

support staff such as teaching assistants and those 

supporting with wraparound childcare. 

Yesterday, we announced the further expansion 
of this asymptomatic testing programme, asking 
that all secondary age pupils and students in most 
colleges who consent will be offered three rapid 
tests at school or college in the first two weeks of 
their return three to five days apart. This will help 
them to get used to swabbing themselves for the 
tests. Schools and colleges will then provide 
students with two rapid tests to use each week at 
home. The home test kits come with clear 
instructions for use and how to report the results. 
All secondary and college staff will also be 
provided with home test kits to allow them to test 
twice a week at home. Testing is voluntary but we 
would encourage as many people as possible to 
take part to help reduce the prevalence of the 
virus. If your child attends a special school, where 
possible they will also be offered a test. Rapid 
testing is already in place for those arriving or 
staying at university. 

We will be asking HE providers to offer two tests 
to all students eligible to attend their university or 
HE institution upon their return, and twice weekly 
asymptomatic testing to all students eligible to 
attend on-site, as well as providing testing for 
staff. 

All staff at private, voluntary and independent 
nurseries will have access to tests to use twice 
weekly at home, building on the testing already 
available to maintained nursery schools and 
school-based nurseries. Childminders can 
continue to access community testing, and the 
Department continues to work with colleagues 
across government to review the testing approach 
available for childminders. 

 

Safety measures 

We have worked closely with Public Health England 
to develop and refresh the system of controls that 
schools and colleges already have in place to 
reduce the risk of transmission in education and 
childcare settings, based on scientific rationale. The 
system of controls supports schools and colleges to 
assess risk and implement measures to mitigate 
risk, including ventilating occupied spaces, 
introducing enhanced cleaning and minimising 
contact and mixing. We ask all pupils, students and 
staff to continue to do everything they can to 
adhere to these measures, because it is vital that 
they are implemented well and consistently. 

In addition to the system of controls and the 
expanded testing programme set out above, in 
schools or colleges where pupils in year 7 and 
above are educated, we recommend that face 
coverings should be worn by staff and pupils where 
social distancing cannot easily be maintained when 
moving around the premises outside of classrooms 
or teaching spaces, such as in corridors and 
communal areas. In the same settings for a limited 
period, we also recommend the use of face 
coverings in classrooms and other teaching spaces, 
unless wearing a face covering would impact on the 
ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, 
for example in PE lessons, or for those who are 
exempt from wearing a face covering as per 
government guidance. 

Children in primary schools do not need to wear a 
face covering. 

We have published further guidance for 
parents here. We will be setting out further 
measures for immediate support to children, early 
years settings, schools, colleges and local 
authorities later this week. I am very pleased that 
we are able to return children and young people 
across England to their classrooms and colleges, to 
allow them to spend time with their friends and 
teachers and get back into the rhythms of the 
school or college year. 

 

 

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/22/all-students-to-return-to-school-and-college-from-8-march-and-what-you-need-to-know/


 

Hounslow Citizens' Advice - 

EUSS scheme 

Please find below information about the services that 

Hounslow Citizens’ Advice are providing for EUSS 

applications. The service will run until the end of March 

2021.  

Please see link below to Download the Referral form.  

EU Settlement Scheme Referral Form 
Details of Referral ... 
 

 

Vacancy: ‘Become a Parent 

governor at Worple 

School’ 

School Governors make a positive contribution to 

children’s education by offering supportive 

challenge to help raise standards and monitor 

resources effectively across the school. Our 

governors work as part of a team and come from 

a wide variety of backgrounds to add value to 

school life by offering their skills, expertise and 

time. You do not require any training at all as this 

will be offered. Being a governor at Worple 

Primary School is an incredibly rewarding 

experience as we are all committed to raising 

educational standards and ensuring that our 

children are happy and enjoying school.  

We are looking for a dedicated and enthusiastic 

individual who wants to make a difference in the 

lives of children and is willing to share their 

experience in an educational environment. We 

would be particularly interested in individuals 

who may have a background in or knowledge and 

expertise in one or more of these areas; finance, 

human resources, health and safety, 

communications and marketing or managing 

premises. If you have a passion for improving the 

life chances of children and can offer supportive 

challenge to the leadership of our school to help 

us to fulfil our vision, please complete and return 

a letter of interest, explaining why you would like 

to fulfil the role of Parent Governor. Letters of 

interest need to be emailed to the main school 

office at office@worple.hounslow.sch.uk by 

Monday 8th of March 2021. 

A discussion with the Head teacher and Chair of 

Governors would be offered to any interested 

parent. Governors do not need any formal 

qualifications but must be aged 18 years and over.  

 

 

https://ehcvs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Citizens-Advice-Hounslow-EUSS-Referral-Form-LBH.docx
https://ehcvs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Citizens-Advice-Hounslow-EUSS-Referral-Form-LBH.docx
https://ehcvs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Citizens-Advice-Hounslow-EUSS-Referral-Form-LBH.docx
https://ehcvs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Citizens-Advice-Hounslow-EUSS-Referral-Form-LBH.docx
mailto:office@worple.hounslow.sch.uk


       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom Corner
 

Nursery 
This week in nursery we have been reading the 

books The Runaway Pancake and Mr Wolfs Pancake. 

The children made pancakes in the half term and 

drew a picture of what toppings they had on their 

pancakes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Reception 
This week in reception we have been learning 

about different materials and using describing 

words like ‘smooth’ or ‘rough’ and ‘soft’ or ‘hard’ 

to tell us how they feel. Reception then had to go 

and find things around their houses to see what 

they could find that could be described by our 

words. 

 

Also this week in reception we started a new book 

called ‘The Journey Home’ which so far is all about 

a hen that likes to collect eggs. So we’ve learnt 

about the animals that lay and come from eggs. We 

then got to make our own egg and animal coming 

out of it and we wrote the instructions of how we 

did it so anyone can do it. 

Wellbeing Wednesday was enjoyed by all in 

reception this week! Some of us followed Miss 

Thomas’ cooking, some of us did art and some of 

us went outside and explored the outdoors! 

 

           

   

                              

 

(Top left: Molly and Dotty, bottom left: Imran, right: Danny) 

(Abdulazziz) 

 

(Benjamin) 



 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
 
In our English this week we started a new and 

exciting topic. The children have written predictions 

about what the boy from the story saw through the 

window. They have also been learning to draw a 

mammoth. They all did a brilliant job!   

 

 

 

 

This week wellbeing day was enjoyed by whole of 

Year 1. They enjoyed cooking and art. The children 

in Year 1 were inspired by the bread making to try 

different recipes and the outcome of their work was 

very impressive, as you can see in the following 

photos! 

 

 



 

   

 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 

Year 2 absolutely loved their cooking task with 
Miss Thomas this week. Max Mitchell said that 
his dough balls were so yummy that he only 
managed to save his Mummy one to eat! 
Thank you Miss Thomas! The children also had 
fun growing seeds and painting pictures this 
week.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Corner

Worple Book Week | 1st March – 5th March  

Potato Book Characters  

Create a book character from a potato!  Send us a photo. You might win a prize! 

    

 The Masked Reader 

Guess which adult is behind the mask as they 

read an extract from a book. 

 

 

Flipgrid Book Review 

https://flipgrid.com/d6c809f1 

 

 

 

sophie anderson 

wbd message.mp4
   

 

 

 

 

← Click here to 

watch! 

 

https://flipgrid.com/d6c809f1


 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Class 

  

Nursery Clara for fantastic name writing. 

Reception Alina and Iqra for great independent work during the live lessons. Well done. 

Year 1 Amelia for trying so hard with her writing. 
 
Neve for doing brilliant work with her maths.  

Year 2 Barney for having a brilliant week of online learning and always wanting to share his ideas 
in class. Well done Barney! 

Paige for having a brilliant attitude towards her learning this week and for always coming 
to school with a big smile on her face. Well done Paige! 

Year 3 Krish for his perseverance in English 

Ellis for his hard work and positive mindset  

Year 4 Keira for always completing her work on google classroom and for always having a go, 
even if something is challenging. 
 
Marlie for always having a go at the virtual extra-curricular activities and uploading lovely 
videos and photos of them. This week she made yummy dough balls for well-being 
Wednesday.  

Year 5 Tabussam and Jason for being so engaged and so enthusiastic in their google classroom 
lessons and tasks. You have been amazing role models for remote learning! 

Year 6 Muhadisa for being such a great learner. You show resilience and curiosity every day! 
Samiir for persevering with his work this week and staying positive. Well done! 

Class Merits 

 

 

 

Ask Zoe a question! 

Send your question for 
Zoe to your teacher and 
she will answer it in the 
live session on 
Wednesday. 
 

Buy a signed copy of one 

of Zoe’s books for £5! 

Topic: Zoe Antoniades' 
Author Talk with Worple 
Time: Mar 3, 2021 13:15 
London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/8850274
532?pwd=T3B3MklxSy82a
mIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 885 027 4532 
Passcode: Zoe 
 

https://zoom.us/j/8850274532?pwd=T3B3MklxSy82amIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09
https://zoom.us/j/8850274532?pwd=T3B3MklxSy82amIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09
https://zoom.us/j/8850274532?pwd=T3B3MklxSy82amIyYzRXMnExbjNwUT09


 

 Key Dates      
 

 

 

 Academic Year 2020-21 

Tuesday 2nd March Parent Forum – Zoom Meeting | Year 6 Parents  

Wednesday 3rd March Parent Forum – Zoom Meeting | School Return 

Friday 5th March World Book Day 

Monday 8th March Children return to School! 


