
  

    

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

29th January 2021 

Head Teacher’s Update                    

 

Dear Parents 

I hope that you are well. This week we began 

the first of our Worple ‘Well Being Wednesdays’. 

What a pleasure it was being able to see so 

many happy faces on the screen enjoying an 

activity together, it did look such good fun! 96 

families zoomed in!!  

Some of you would have taken the opportunity 

to have the afternoon away from school and go 

to the park or for a walk, or just spend some 

time together as a family. Please do send in any 

photos which you may have taken of what you 

got up to on Wednesday, we would be keen to 

see how you used this week’s ‘Well-being 

Wednesday’.  

Next week we will be running our parent/child 

meetings on Wednesday. These will run across 

the day so that teachers and TA’s can meet with 

you and your son/daughter to talk with you 

about how things have been going over the 

recent weeks. Please do use these meetings as 

an opportunity to let us know what is working 

and what is not working for you at home. Your 

commitment as a group of parents should be 

commended. As a school we are delighted that 

engagement online has been really good, so 

thank you for your support in getting your child 

to the screen in the mornings. I have no doubt 

that for some of you this will be a challenge, 

particularly as the weeks move on.  Please do 

what you can, but certainly do not punish 

yourself if things are not going as you would 

like, you can only try your best! 

 

 

 

 

Since the start of the pandemic, we are running 

a small provision on the school site for vulnerable 

and critical workers children. We are now at 

maximum capacity and this group is full.  Being 

a small school, we are only able to offer a limited 

provision due to staffing constrictions. Most of 

our staff are running the online provision and 

therefore there are only limited numbers of staff 

onsite to run any additional provision.  We hope 

that next week Wednesday will provide all 

families with a day of respite and time away from 

the screen. 

You will have seen on the news that schools will 

not be reopening before March the 8th, this will 

be two weeks after the half term. We are really 

hopeful that schools will reopen following this 

and are already busy planning for a reopening at 

some point next half term. Numbers of positive 

cases are declining locally, which is good news 

but it is important that we do continue to follow 

the lockdown rules, as we know that things can 

change pretty quickly. 

Enjoy the weekend when it arrives. 

Stay safe. 

Best wishes, 

Marais Leenders 

Executive Headteacher 

 



      

 
 

 

  

PTA News and Updates 

Are you feeling lucky...? 

Join the Worple Winner Lotto for your chance to 
win £10 every month. 

The odds of winning are fantastic, as you’ll be one 
of only 25 Worple Winner Lotto number 
holders! 

Each month, term-time, there will be draw on the 
last Friday of the month, with bumper months to 
account for school holidays. Here’s how it works. 

1. Pay £6 to own your number for the next 6 
months (February – July inl.) 

2. There will be a £10 draw on the last Friday 
of each month, except for June, which will 
be a bumper month in lieu of a July draw: 
 

▪ 26th Feb - £10 prize 
▪ 26th Mar - £10 prize 
▪ 30th April - £10 prize 
▪ 28th May - £10 prize 
▪ 25th June - £20 prize 
▪ July – no draw  

 
3. There will be just 25 numbers available 
with a winner in every draw. 
4. Get your number at www.pta-
events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool 
5. Sales close 25th February or when all 25 
numbers are sold. 

If you are interested in buying more than one 
number, or the tickets sell out before you get a 
chance to buy one, please register on the waiting 
list as we will consider a second pool if there's 
enough enthusiasm. 

Are you really relay ready? 

February is nearly here, and we’re getting ready 
to kick off the reay! But don’t worry, it’s not too 
late to sign-up (and get some training in!). Our 
team is now on track to travel past Southampton, 
to the far side of The New Forest.  But can we 
take it further? Kids, parents, teachers and 
friends are all invited to join the challenge at 
www.pta-event.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool . You 
can do your run (or walk!) and day in February. 
Sponsorship goes live next week! 

 
 

In order for the PTA to continue operating, we 

really need AT LEAST one more Trustee to join 

us. 

BLUE PETER                                                                   

                                         

 

 

Blue Peter is the longest running kids’ TV 

show in the world and they are uploading 

videos that are suitable for 5-11-year olds.  

With a huge variety of world record breaking 

challenges, arts and crafts, environmental 

videos, cooking and baking how to’s, 

inspirational films, gaming, celebrity 

appearances, dance routines and music 

performances. They also feature ways of 

gaining a Blue Peter badge, behind the scenes 

footage and extra content about the 

incredibly fun presenters Adam, Lindsey, 

Mwaksy, Richie and Henry the Blue Peter dog. 

See link below if you’d like to check it out! 

You can also catch the live programme on 

CBBC at 5.00pm every week, or on BBC 

iPlayer.  

https://www.youtube.com/c/bluepeter 

 

If you’d like to find out more about what’s 
involved, please email 
pta@worple.houslow.sch.uk 

With thanks from Katie & Alison 

on behalf of the PTA 

 

 

 

Blue Peter have launched 

on YouTube at CBBC and 

we thought this might be 

something of interest for 

children outside of 

home-schooling hours, 

for those miserable days 

that we’re stuck inside! 

 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
http://www.pta-event.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
https://www.youtube.com/c/bluepeter
mailto:pta@worple.houslow.sch.uk


  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Tracker 

We are bringing back our Attendance tracker 

into the Newsletter each week! 

With the children now settling in to home 

learning we thought it would be good for 

parents to see the engagement levels in each 

year group.  

We are really pleased with the online attendance 

levels throughout the School this week, 

especially as we are well aware that there are 

plenty of obstacles that the children, and you as 

parents are facing with home learning.  

Well done to everybody that is engaging and 

submitting work online. This week our overall 

attendance figure across the School is 88%. This 

is certainly a great number during these difficult 

times and over the next few weeks we will 

continue to support you to help get your children 

online and to keep them in a routine as much as 

possible with their school work.  

Next week we will be handing out another batch 

of Laptops and Ipads to those of you that are on 

a waiting list. We really hope that this will help 

keep our attendance figures high and hopefully 

improve them even further!  

 

 

 

 

You said/We did! 

Parent Forum |Pupil Well-being 

Our Next Parent Forum Meeting will take 

place on Wednesday 10th February at 

10AM. 

Please see below one final question and 

response from the previous parent forum. 
 

❖ Why are you still staggering play 
times for the children? We still 
need to stagger playtimes for the 
children that are currently 
attending the in-school provision 
to ensure the safety of our pupils 
and staff who are in school.  

 

 

Parent Corner  
 

 

 



    

               

Wellbeing Wednesday 
 

As mentioned by Marais above, the first of our 

Well-being Wednesday’s took place this week and 

the response was incredible.  

For those of you that tuned in to the Whole 

School P.E Lesson with Mr Whitfield, we hope you 

enjoyed it, it certainly sounded like everybody 

had great fun! To those of you that decided to 

use the afternoon for something else, we do hope 

it was a good chance for you to spend some time 

together as a family, either doing something fun, 

or just for some much-needed downtime.  

 

Please keep an eye on your Parentmail for 

updates as to what will be taking place over the 

coming Wednesday’s. For next week, in order for 

the Wellbeing Consultations to take place with 

your class teacher, we are going to give families 

the option to complete a ‘family project’.  

We have chosen to use the ‘Express yourself’ 

headline, which is linked to the Mental Health for 

Children week focus. Families are encouraged to 

use the day to express yourselves in any way you 

wish; dress up, go for a walk, do junk modelling, 

bake, sing a song together, write a story, preform 

a poem!!  

Class teachers will be giving more information on 

this next week. For further details on some ways 

to offer your child/children support please see the 

link below.  

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-

services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-

child-s-mental-health/ 

 

 

 

      

 Parent Consultations  

 

 

                                   

On Wednesday 3rd February, we will be 

holding Wellbeing Consultation for each family 

to attend with their child to have a virtual 

meeting with their Class teacher and Teaching 

Assistant.  

This will be a great opportunity to check-in 

and share how online learning is going for 

your child and yourself and to discuss any 

challenges that you may be facing. Don’t 

forget to have your son/daughter’s learning 

logs handy too so you can go through this 

with the teacher and discuss progress.  

As with all of our Parent Appointments, these 

consultations must be booked through your 

ParentMail account for your chosen 5-minute 

slot. These were set up and sent out 

yesterday, so you should have received a 

notification through ParentMail prompting you 

to book a time slot for your meeting.  

The virtual meetings will take place via Zoom. 

Further details with the meeting link will be 

shared be shared on Tuesday next week for 

each individual class.  

If you have any trouble booking your 

appointment, please don’t hesitate to contact 

the school office who will be able to assist you.  

  

 

 

 

As discussed in last 

week’s Newsletter 

and the letter sent 

out earlier this 

week. 

 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/


Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

Children’s Mental Health Week is taking place on 1st 

-7th February 2021. This year's theme is Express 

Yourself.  

Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share 

feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. This 

could be through art, music, writing and poetry, 

dance and drama, photography and film, and doing 

activities that make you feel good!  

Class teachers will be sharing an Assembly on 

Wednesday morning to the children and be there to 

answer any questions and discuss the content 

afterwards.  

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/about-the-week/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/about-the-week/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

Classroom Corner
Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been 

listening to the story and doing lots of work 

around The Three Little Pigs. One of the fun 

things we did, was bake and decorate 

biscuits to look like pigs 😊. 

 

                         

Reception  

Here are Reception’s three things we have 

done this week and wanted to share with the 

rest of the school!  

 

Firstly, this week, we have made gingerbread 

men to help us remember our story of the 

gingerbread man. He ran as fast as he could 

away from lots of things to try and avoid 

getting eaten. Here are some lovely pictures 

of reception making their gingerbread men.  

We have also been reading Harry and his 

bucket full of dinosaurs. And we wanted to 

learn more about our class’ dinosaurs so they 

created these fun dino fact files for their 

English work. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Year 5 

Year 4 

This week in art, we were exploring some artwork 

by Claude Monet.  

Each child started by sketching their water lily 

pond and then added colour to them the week 

after. The children could choose how they would 

add colour to their paintings.  

Here we have 3 pictures created by Audrey, Tessa 

and Toby.  

 

  

Painting a picture for ’Well- being 

Wednesday’ by Emaan. 
 

 

Greek bowl, wine carrier and vase 

- For our Ancient Greeks topic. 

Greek vase by Yasna. 

 

Greek vase with Greek writing by 

Jason. 
 

 



 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

 

Reading Corner 
 

Our main school priority this year is to improve 

the progress in children’s writing. In order to 

further support and develop Worple’s 

curriculum, we have recently invested in a new 

scheme of work for teaching writing. This high-

quality programme is written by 

experienced English consultants, and is 

intended to inspire our pupils to write.  

Pathways to Write is a proven methodology 

built around units of work which develop 

vocabulary, reading and writing skills through 

the mastery approach. The units, for use with 

pupils from EYFS to Y6, provide clear detailed 

lesson plans and resources, linked to high-

quality picture books to ensure engaging and 

purposeful English lessons and provide links to 

our wider curriculum. Effective teaching 

strategies to challenge greater depth writers 

are included within each unit of work. 

If you are working alongside your children on 

Google Classroom, you may already have had 

a taster of the new programme and we look 

forward to delivering the full scheme once the 

children are back in school. 

 

 

 

Year 1  

This week Year 1 has been busy writing a newspaper 

article about the lonely Beast. The children in Year 1 

are very kind, so they wanted to help the Beast to 

find some friends. They drew a friend for a beast and 

made lovely picture frames. We have also made a 

book review of ‘The Lonely Beast’ by Chris Judge. It’s 

worth reading the reviews, they might inspire you!  

 

 

       

 



 

 

 

 
Class 

 
Merits 

Nursery Petar for making fantastic pig biscuits. 
 

 
Reception 

Imran and Audrey for their independence and engagement in the live 
lessons then submitting great work. Well done. 

 
Year 1 

Agnes for always showing good listening and always trying her best. 
Cienna for her beautiful writing. 

 
Year 2 

Haya for having such a brilliant attitude towards learning and always working 
so hard. Well done Haya! 
Harry for always coming to lessons with a big smile on your face and so hard 
all of the time. Well done Harry! 

Year 3 Noah and James for their constant positivity, engagement and opinions.  

Year 4 Zain for finding his way around google classroom so quickly, always asking 
lots of questions and for remembering to turn in his work each day! 
 
Aleena for putting 100% into her work and for always looking to improve 
her work by responding to comments.  

Year 5 Well done to Harry and Manal for being engaged in their Google 
Classroom lessons and turning in great work! 

Year 6 Erik for being prompt and ready to learn every day. Well done Erik!  
Tyler for always being polite, positive and cheerful- thank you! 
 

 

 

 

  Key Dates      

 

 Academic Year 2020-21 

Wednesday 3rd Feb Parent, Teacher and student wellbeing check-ins. 
 

Friday 12th February School Breaks up | Usual finish time 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term! 

Monday 22nd February Children return to School 

Class Merits 


