
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

5th February 2021 

Head Teacher’s Update                    

 

Dear Parents 

I hope that you have all had a good week. 

Thank you to those of you who have sent 

photos in of your children ‘skipping’, it was 

lovely to see some of the children enjoying 

themselves using these. This week is children’s 

mental health awareness week. The theme for 

the week is ‘Express yourself’ and we hope that 

you will be able to do something as a family on 

Wednesday which celebrates this theme. There 

are some excellent resources and lots of good 

ideas on ‘childrenmentalhealthweek.org.uk’ 

which some of you might find interesting too 

read. The parents section provides a simple 

overview of what parents can do to support 

mental health in their children, identify two 

factors, ‘Love’ and ‘Limits’ (setting boundaries) 

as the two critical factors in supporting your 

child’s mental health. It is certainly not a 

science, although I am sure can feel easier said 

than done, especially in times like these. I 

know my own children are certainly testing my 

‘limits’.  According to the article, during the 

lockdown children will thrive if they can do: 

A physical activity – Going to the park, using 

their skipping rope 

Achieve - Doing something that leads to a 

sense of achievement. Completing work set on 

google classroom, finishing a book, tidying 

their bedroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect - Talk to someone important to them, 

mostly online now… a friend, a grandparent. 

Find a sense of enjoyment - Do something they 

really like, eating a slice of their favourite cake, 

playing a board game, play with a special toy. 

We are already beginning to plan for the return 

of the children and are currently considering the 

things which we feel the children will have 

missed out on. Not just the academic but the 

social and emotional, the events, and the 

special times that they would have shared with 

one another. After half term we are hopeful that 

we will get the children back into school, and 

be able to begin the second part of our recovery 

program. We will be watching closely for more 

news updates on this item over the next week. 

Have a lovely weekend when it arrives. 

Best wishes 

Marais Leenders 

Executive Head teacher 

 

                      



      

 

 

Online Safety 

The internet is an amazing resource which 
enables children and young people to 
connect, communicate and be creative in a 
number of different ways, on a range of 
devices. 

However, the internet is always changing, 
and being able to keep up to date with your 
children’s use of technology can be a 
challenge. 

You may sometimes feel that your children 
have better technical skills than you do, 
however children and young people still need 
advice and protection when it comes to 
managing their lives online.  

The UK safety internet centre is a fantastic 
resource for parents who may need some 
further advice or some tips in how to keep 
your child safe online. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-
centre/parents-and-carers/what-are-issues 

 

PTA News and Updates 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

Raising money and morale! 
I’m thrilled to say that 30 runners have signed up for 
the relay this month! Parents, children, and one of our 
lovely teachers have committed to running a whopping 
225km (c.140 miles) combined. They have already 
raised £575, which will go towards improving the 
facilities in our playground - a well-deserved reward for 
the kids, after such a horrible year. If you’re able to 
spare a few pounds and support the team, please visit 
our fundraising page. 

 
You’ve got to be in it to win it! 
For your chance to win £10 a month* you need to be 
one of 25 Worple Winner Lotto tickets holders. Get 
yours at www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool, 
£6 for 6 draws. 
*see www.PTA-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool for full terms and 

conditions 

 
Get donations from big retailers 
Don’t forget that you can raise money for the school 
while you do your regular online shopping, just by 
downloading the easyfundraising app to your mobile 
device or browser: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofw
orplepta/ 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Katie & Alison 
On behalf of the PTA 

 

Staff Testing 

As of January 26th, all staff that are onsite at 
Worple have been given the option to take 
part in regular asymptomatic testing. Unlike 
secondary school Primary school staff have 
the option to take these test kits home and 
carry out the test twice a week. The LFD test 
will give a result in around 30 minutes.  

Testing is not mandatory for staff, however 
in an effort to reduce transmission and keep 
everyone safe, all our staff, who are on site 
and in contact with our families and each 
other have agreed to be part of the testing 
programme.   
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Attendance Tracker 

We are continuing to really focus on attendance 

this week, this is especially important when 

children are at home learning to try to keep 

them focused and into a routine.  

Though the attendance for each individual class 

has changed, our overall attendance for the 

entire school has remained the same as last 

week at a very good 88%.  

We have continued to hand out devices this 

week to those who need them. If you are 

having any problems logging on to the live 

lessons, or accessing any of the work, please 

feel free to contact the school office or let your 

class teacher know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Parent Corner  
 

  

Nursery 94% 

Reception 88% 

Year 1 80% 

Year 2 90% 

Year 3 93% 

Year 4 87% 

Year 5 85% 

Year 6 94% 

 

Children of Key Workers 

During the February Half Term, Skillz4Life sports 

coaching is offering coaching sessions Monday-Friday 

(15th-19th) to Key Worker Children at Hounslow Town 

Primary School. 

Please see flyer below for full details. Please note, 

there is an early bird offer ending today, should you 

be interested. 

                           



      

Wellbeing Wednesday 

 

 

 

       

Parent Consultations 

 
                                   

This week you will have had an opportunity 

to speak with your child’s class teacher and 

teaching assistant, we hope that you found 

this useful and were able to share some of 

the highs and lows of remote learning with 

the staff.  

Something that has come across very 

strongly from the consultations is how much 

you all appreciate the routine and structure 

that the staff have managed to infiltrate your 

homes with. We will continue to make this a 

priority when planning for the classrooms.  

Something many of you were worried about 

was the amount of time the children are on 

the screen and we take this on board. In fact, 

we completely agree with you and it is why 

we have introduced Wellbeing Wednesdays. 

We are constantly trying to find ways of 

delivering the curriculum in a way that allows 

the children to be independent and be away 

from the screen while also insuring that the 

learning is of a high standard and the 

expectations are met. This week you will 

have noticed more brain breaks, some 

breakout rooms to allow teachers to work 

with small groups and 1:1 sessions being 

introduced, this allows others get on 

independently.   

We have noticed the fatigue of the children 

and next week’s lessons will allow for this 

and then half term should allow everyone a 

well-deserved break.   

 

          

Vacancy: ‘Become a 

Parent governor at Worple 

School’ 

School Governors make a positive contribution to 

children’s education by offering supportive 

challenge to help raise standards and monitor 

resources effectively across the school. Our 

governors work as part of a team and come from 

a wide variety of backgrounds to add value to 

school life by offering their skills, expertise and 

time. You do not require any training at all as this 

will be offered. Being a governor at Worple 

Primary School is an incredibly rewarding 

experience as we are all committed to raising 

educational standards and ensuring that our 

children are happy and enjoying school.  

We are looking for a dedicated and enthusiastic 

individual who wants to make a difference in the 

lives of children and is willing to share their 

experience in an educational environment. We 

would be particularly interested in individuals who 

may have a background in or knowledge and 

expertise in one or more of these areas; finance, 

human resources, health and safety, 

communications and marketing or managing 

premises. If you have a passion for improving the 

life chances of children and can offer supportive 

challenge to the leadership of our school to help 

us to fulfil our vision, please complete and return 

a letter of interest, explaining why you would like 

to fulfil the role of Parent Governor. Letters of 

interest need to be emailed to the main school 

office at office@worple.hounslow.sch.uk by 

Monday 8th of March 2021. 

A discussion with the Head teacher and Chair of 

Governors would be offered to any interested 

parent. Governors do not need any formal 

qualifications but must be aged 18 years and over.  
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Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Leenders has already talked about 

Children’s Mental Health Week above, but 

we came across some useful reads below 

that might be worth a read. 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classroom Corner

                       

Reception  

This week "express yourself" was enjoyed 
by the whole of reception. 

Reception enjoyed showing us the fun 
and different ways they like to express 
themselves. Some of them liked to dance 
and sing, others liked to get creative and 
make things and some liked to put fashion 
shows on for their families! (Top hat 
picture is Danny, the dress up picture is 
River). 

In our maths this week we were learning 
about pairs. As a class we found lots of 
different things that are pairs. We found 
pairs of bottles, pairs of gloves and even 
lots of pairs of colourful pencils (picture of 
pencils is Molly and Dotty). Lastly the book 
we have been reading this week is the 
Gruffalo, which seems to be a class 
favourite. Our copy of the Gruffalo seemed 
to be missing the page where the class 
met the Gruffalo so the children decided to 
write their own versions of what 
happened, which led to some fantastic 
and imaginative writing. (writing about the 
Gruffalo was done by Imran). 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 

Year 3 

For Children's Mental Health Week Year 3 
listened to the book Beautiful Oops by Barney 
Saltzberg. 

As Jowan (year 3) quite rightly said 'it is about 
potential'. The potential that can come from 
making mistakes. In Year 3 we know that 
mistakes can only help us and they are nothing 
to worry about. Here is some of the magic that 
we created from a 'Beautiful Oops'. 

 

Year 2  

After the news was announced this week that we 

sadly lost the incredibly inspirational Captain Sir 

Tom Moore, Year 2 pupil Olive Anderson did a 

lovely colouring of to pay tribute.  

Captain Sir Thomas by Olive Anderson.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

      

 

Year 4 

In year 4 this week, children have been making 

Anglo-Saxon boats for their new topic on the 

Anglo-Saxons.  

Children could choose how they made the boat 

and what it was made with. Have a look at just 

some of their creations!  

 

 
 

 

                



 Year 5 

 

For our Ancient Greeks topic. 

Greek bowl, wine carrier and vase by Sara. 

 

Greek vase by Freddie. 

 

 

 

 

 

Model of the Parthenon by Kenzie. 

 

Model of the Parthenon by Roo. 

 

 

 

Drawings by Samuel. 

 

And baking By Samuel.              

Minecraft ‘models’ by Cairo. 

Well-being Wednesday pictures 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reading Corner 

You may have noticed your child having 

some fun with Flipgrids over the past 

weeks. Teachers have been lucky enough 

to have some training to upskill 

ourselves and further improve the online 

teaching provision; this included a 

session on how to use this great 

resource.  

Flipgrid is a video discussion tool 

designed to work specifically for teachers 

and students in a digital classroom. The 

idea behind it is to use video to create an 

open platform of discussion and learning 

that doesn't require a physical classroom 

to get everyone involved. It is designed to 

allow students to speak to the group but 

without the same fear that might 

constrict responses in a real-world 

situation. Students can re-record 

responses, removing the pressure of 

answering in class, on the spot.  

One of the best parts about Flipgrid is the 

ability to interact using video, like face to 

face in the real world, but without the 

pressure of a live classroom. Since 

students are given the space and time to 

respond when they're ready, it makes 

educational engagement possible even 

for more anxious students who might 

ordinarily feel left out in class. 

The ability to add rich media allows 

students to be creative and, potentially 

more importantly, expressive. By adding 

emoji, text, and stickers, students can 

engage with class content as they might 

interact with friends using social media 

platforms.   

 

This aspect can help students feel less 

apprehensive and more empowered 

to express themselves openly, 

engaging more deeply with the task.  

We have found success using flipgrids 

across the curriculum. In maths 

children working at greater depth are 

able to explain their working process 

and reason through problems; 

flipgrid videos allow children to 

practise this, and in turn provide 

useful evidence of learning for their 

teachers. Likewise, when children are 

responding to texts (a crucial part of 

the reading curriculum) flipgrids are 

proving invaluable. Children can 

compose and rehearse sentences 

orally before writing. Ultimately, this 

should result in deeper learning and 

better content recall. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Class 

 
Merits 

Nursery Zain for always trying so hard with his work. 

 

Reception Danny ☺ and Ralph ☺ for working really hard and producing some great work in 
Google Classroom. Well done ☺  

 

Year 1 Karen  for fantastic engagement with Google Classroom, always showing a positive 
attitude and working so hard. Well done Karen! 
Direla for having a positive attitude towards her learning and always joining in 
during online sessions. Well done Direla!  

Year 2 Ryan for always being incredibly kind, caring and compassionate towards every 
member of Year 2. Well done Ryan! 
Sophia for working really hard during our sessions this week- especially in Maths. 
Well done Sophia! 

Year 3 Mahira for staying motivated, engaged and working hard at all times.  

Bella for being engaged and focused  

Apolline for excellent effort in all learning and being extremely resilient  

Year 4 Safah for showing motivation and perseverance in her learning, always trying to 
improve her work by asking lots of questions and checking her comments.  
 
Vincent for making a fantastic Anglo-Saxon boat – he carved wood and did a bit of 
sewing to make his creation.  
 
Ruby for making a great Anglo-Saxon boat and for working extra hard at her maths 
this week.  

Year 5 Well done to Cairo and Samuel for working so hard with all your work in google 
classroom. 

Year 6 Jake for a beautiful piece of writing about The Selfish giant, using rich vocabulary 
and interesting sentences. 
 
Tazim for getting organised and being enthusiastic in Google Classroom. 

 
 

 

  Key Dates      

 

 Academic Year 2020-21 

Friday 12th February School Breaks up | Usual finish time 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term! 

Monday 22nd February Children return to School 

Class Merits 


