
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

5th March 2021 

Head Teacher’s Update                    

 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that you have had a good week and are 

all looking forward to the week ahead and the 

return to school. For those of you who joined 

us on our Parent Forum, I do hope that we 

were able to answer your questions and allay 

any concerns and anxieties that you might 

have regarding the return to school. We know 

that it may be a challenging time for the 

children and we will take things very slowly 

with them, over the next few weeks, whilst 

they get used to the routine. We are all 

genuinely so excited to be having the children 

back in school, we will do everything we can 

to ensure that the return is a success. As 

mentioned in my earlier letter regarding the 

‘return’, it will be critical that we all adhere to 

the safety precautions that are in place. Please 

do make sure that you wear a face mask 

whenever on the school site and that you 

follow the guidelines for ‘drop off and 

collection’. Please also remember that the 

most important thing is, that you do not bring 

your child into school unwell.  

This week was world book week and we do 

hope that you have been able to make a book 

and reading the focus at home. Many of the 

children I know have spent some time this 

week trying to work out who the ‘Masked 

Readers’ have been and the staff have 

enjoyed sharing with the children some of 

their favorite books.  

As we move into the weekend, please 

do spend some time with your son, 

daughter talking about the return and 

 

 

 

 

As we move into the weekend, please do spend some 

time with your son or daughter talking about the 

return and getting ready for Monday morning. There 

is nothing more unsettling for small children than to 

start the first day back without everything they need, 

equipment, uniform, lunch box etc. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on Monday. 

With best wishes, 

Marais Leenders 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

                     

 



     

 

 

 

 

PTA News and Updates 
Win, win, win! 
 
Buy a single £6 lottery ticket for your chance to 
win £10 every month until the end of the 
summer term, and a whopping £30 in June. Visit 
www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool for 
full terms and to apply. 
 

Trustees STILL needed 
 
We’re still searching for two trustees to ensure 
the PTA can continue. If you’re able to help, 
please get in touch 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

PTA EGM Minutes 
 
Minutes from last week's meeting can be found 
here. If you have any feedback please email 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

February Relay 
 
A huge well done to everyone who took part in 
the relay last month. The 43 strong team raised 
an impressive £1,435 and ran 349km (more than 
50km over the target!).  The fundraising page 
will remain open for the next few days, in case 
there are one or two outstanding donations. 
And, thank you again to our official sponsors 
Sporting Feet - they are hoping to have their 
shops in Richmond and Putney soon, but you can 
still contact them on the phone or via the 
website for great advice and to buy your sports 
footwear. 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 
From Alison & Katie 
On behalf of the PTA 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

 

Well-being Wednesday 
Zoe Antoniades a ‘Worple regular’ and local 

author joined us live this week for our final 

lockdown ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’. Zoe read 

from her latest book in her Cally and Jimmy 

series, which had a very enthusiastic response 

from the children.  

Zoe is always keen to demonstrate to the 

children how she builds her stories and it really 

was lovely seeing the children getting involved 

with the process and sharing their thoughts and 

ideas. There really is nothing better that 

watching an expert at work.  

The children had lots of questions for Zoe…. 

How long have you been writing for? 
Ever since I learnt to read, aged 5, I’ve wanted to 

write, so I guess you could say I’ve been writing 

all my life. 

Do you write with a pencil or on a computer? 

I love notebooks and I collect ideas in them with 

a pen or pencil, but once I start writing a book I 

do it on the computer as I do a lot of chopping 

and changing bits around as I go along. 

What does it feel like to finish writing a book? 

It feels like a big relief but also very exciting as I 

then get to share the book with lots of children, 

which I love. 

How do you become a good writer? 

Read lots! 

 If you have preordered a signed copy of one of 

Zoe’s these will be delivered to your child once 

they are back in school.  

If your child is now super keen for a copy of her 

books it is still possible to order online via your 

parent pay account. 

 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M547lUKhvURDOdVvMQ9weLT_uejDeaWH9RsbU0Va9KA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/worple-relay-2021
https://www.sporting-feet.com/products?sale=1
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk


   

 

 

Attendance Tracker 
We are really looking forward to having the children back 

in the class room on Monday!  

Overall attendance this week has dropped slightly by 2%. 

It is so important for your child’s learning that they are 

engaging and attending school. 

 

Year Group 

Overall Class attendance 

for this week  
 

Nursery 92% 
 

Reception 95% 
 

Year 1 76% 
 

Year 2 84% 
 

Year 3 88% 
 

Year 4 88% 
 

Year 5 86% 
 

Year 6 88% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

Parent Corner  
 

Social Media           

We are very excited to now have a School 
Instagram Page to be able to share and 
communicate with our parents, as well as other 
local schools and educational settings. This page 
will be private and only people who we allow to 
follow us on Instagram will have access to the 
photos on our page. 

As a school, we regularly use photographs to show 
how our pupils and the school as a whole develop. 
Images can also help us illustrate and communicate 
with parents about upcoming events and can help 
advertise and market the school to prospective 
parents and pupils. We are also aware that parents 
and pupils really enjoy being able to see their 
images and would like to give all pupils this 
opportunity.  

All parents would have been asked to give or refuse 
consent for the use of your child’s images in the 
past. However, with Instagram being a social media 
platform, we wanted to make all parents aware and 
ask that anybody that is NOT happy for their child 
to appear on our page to please fill out the slip that 
will be sent home on Monday and return to the 
School. You can withdraw your consent at any time. 

We follow guidance as set by data protection 
legislation (mainly the General Data Protection 
Regulation) as well as guidance set by the 
Information Commissioner’s Office on taking 
photos in schools and obtaining consent.  

Find us under @Worpleprimaryschool 

or scan the below QR Code to follow 

us! 

 

 

 



 Psychologists' tips: 

preparing children for 

return to school 
 
Returning to school in a pandemic is uncharted 
territory and unsettling at the very least for 
children. Here, psychologists Bettina Hohnen and 
Jane Gilmour advise on how parents can help their 
children prepare. 
 
If you think going back to school is OK, so will your 
child 
Back to school usually means falling into a familiar 
routine, but now everything is different, from the one-
way system to playground rules. If your child is nervous 
about returning, communicate with calm words and 
actions that it is safe. This will significantly increase 
their chances of a smooth transition. Prepare your child 
with information before the term starts. Primary 
children may need you to walk them through the new 
school day, though all age groups should be primed 
with likely changes. Reassure them that it’s OK if they 
forget the odd Covid regime rule, it takes time to learn 
anything new. 
 
Pin down what you can predict, accept what you can’t 
Consistency and structure create a sense of safety for 
kids. Create predictability by marking guaranteed 
events on a schedule or having a regular family 
mealtime. Maintaining kind but firm boundaries, 
particularly around sleep and technology, is another 
way of signalling predictability. The world outside 
might change; there may even be another lockdown so 
talk about that eventuality as a nuisance rather than a 
calamity. Use familiar contexts to explain these 
unfamiliar events. If there is a tummy bug going 
around, school rules change and the same is true for a 
Covid outbreak. Putting Covid into a recognisable 
framework means children will use existing coping 
strategies. Always answer their questions honestly or 
you risk losing their trust and the world will feel more 
uncertain for them, but use broad ideas for young 
children. It’s OK to say you don’t know the answer. 
 
Support your child to face their worries 
Periods of separation can make us anxious and some 
children are worried about returning to school. As 
parents, our job is to help them tolerate anxiety and 
hold the bigger picture. Even young children may have 
overheard frightening news headlines or 
conversations, so model a calm, pragmatic attitude 
which will decrease their anxiety levels. If your child is 
reticent about going back, find out why.  

 

 

School Meals 
School dinners will resume from Monday 8th March 

and will be available for all children who have 

previously received school meals.  

Our local caterers have developed a new ‘Spring 

Menu’ which will be launching from Monday 8th 

March and will replace the current menu on 

ParentPay.  Due to the cut-off point, please be 

aware you will not have been able to order for the 

first two weeks (w/c 8th and w/c 15th) In the interim 

we have ordered enough extras for all pupils that 

usually have hot meals, considering their dietary 

requirements.  

From Monday 8th, you will be able to order as 

normal for w/c 22nd March through your ParentPay 

account.  

If you have any queries whatsoever regarding this, 

please do not hesitate to contact the School office 

who will be able to help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/21/teachers-and-parents-across-the-uk-share-your-thoughts-on-the-reopening-of-schools
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/21/teachers-and-parents-across-the-uk-share-your-thoughts-on-the-reopening-of-schools
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/21/teachers-and-parents-across-the-uk-share-your-thoughts-on-the-reopening-of-schools
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/21/teachers-and-parents-across-the-uk-share-your-thoughts-on-the-reopening-of-schools
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/21/teachers-and-parents-across-the-uk-share-your-thoughts-on-the-reopening-of-schools
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/21/teachers-and-parents-across-the-uk-share-your-thoughts-on-the-reopening-of-schools


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a worry list, in size order (it’s often a 
revelation as major worries for them may seem 
insignificant to you). Avoidance is never the answer 
when anxiety is in the mix. The thought of 
something is often more worrying than doing it, so 
support your child calmly, kindly and firmly back to 
school using a step-by-step plan. Reward achieving 
the first steps as these are most challenging. 
 

Young brains learn best when they feel calm  

On the other hand, top of your own worry list may 

be that your child has fallen behind at school. For 

pupils who are ready to get back to learning, 

parental enthusiasm is important. Others may not 

be ready yet and for them, too much academic 

pressure will backfire. We know the brain needs to 

feel calm before it can learn effectively, so a child’s 

wellbeing needs to be the priority for parents and 

teachers and then successful attainment will 

follow. Now more than ever, kindness and 

connection will see us through. 

Friendship groups are likely to have shifted 
School is as much about relationships as 
schoolwork, so there may be trepidation when 
children think about their position in class or small 
friendship groups. Talk about shifts in friendships 
as a given, this will help them adapt and be open 
to change, which is conducive to relationship 
building. At the same time, you may need to set up 
some scaffolding to ease socially cautious children 
back into things, so organise some events with 
classmates. 
 
Tailor support to your child’s communication 
style Some children talk and others are 
monosyllabic about their school day. However 
anxious you are to find out how it went, keep it 
low-key with quiet kids. Give them space after 
school and then talk about your day - it gives a 
message that you are ready to talk when they are. 
Other children might talk a lot about worries and 
need help containing them so that they don’t 
spiral. Persistent reassurance never works. 
Instead, ask them to write down (or draw) their 
worries and save them for regular check-ins. 
 
Listen, reflect and (this is the hard part) sit with it 

Whatever your child’s communication style, the 

advice is similar: listen first (it’s hard) and rephrase 

what they said, then they know they have been 

heard. This sounding board means children can 

figure out their thoughts and feelings. Simply 

listening and accepting is enormously healing. 

 

Join in emotions, then problem solve 

Expect emotions in the new term and lots of them, 

excitement, anxiety, sadness, possibly anger at their 

loss. Younger kids might need help naming 

emotions. Don’t be tempted to try to “fix” difficult 

emotions, rather come alongside them and 

empathise. Then, and only then, move to problem 

solving. If your child sobs, wanting their old school 

back, empathise first, their old school back, 

empathise first, we all want our old life back. 

Recognise this is tough but they will get through it, 

likely stronger and wiser. We all will. 

 

 Back to School 
It’s been a while, so just a reminder for all parents of the 

drop off and collection times for next week. Please do 

wear a face covering at all times while on the School 

premises. It’s due to be very cold next week so please 

ensure all children come in wrapped up nice and warm 

and that they have a coat for playtime.  

We look forward to seeing you all on Monday! 

 

  Drop off Time Pick up 

time 

Nursery 9:00-9:10am 12:00pm 
Reception 9:00-9:10am 3:00pm 
Year 1 9:00-9:10am 3:00pm 
Year 2 9:00-9:10am 3:00pm 
Year 3 8:50-9:00am 3:10pm 
Year 4 8:50-9:00am 3:10pm 
Year 5 8:50-9:00am 3:10pm 
Year 6 8:50-9:00am 3:10pm 

 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom Corner
 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been all about the 
Stone Age this term. The class 
made their very own 
Stonehenge using all different 
kinds of materials. We also 
made some yummy stone age 
meals using items we could 
only hunt or gather.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 
Celebration of work for year 4. 

Toby’s setting description 

 

Zain’s setting description 

 

Gino’s setting description 

 

 

  

Rabiyah’s setting description 

 

 

Aleena’s Water Cycle Diagram 

 

 



     

Year 5 
 
This week Year 5 created some great potato book 

characters for World Book Day.  

 

 

 

 

Sara - Humpty Dumpty 

 

 

 

 
 

Ruby – Amelia Fang 

 

Cerys - Matilda 

 

 

Cairo – Arthur and the golden rope 

 



 
  

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been learning about building bridges 

and exploring ways in which pillars and beams 

are used to span gaps.  The flat surface of a 

bridge is called the deck; some bridges have side 

sections called parapets which make them more 

sturdy. We found out that a triangles shape is the 

strongest.Building pillars to support the beam 

allows the bridge to span a larger gap. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading Corner
 

 

 

Did you know that simply turning the subtitles on, 

on your TV, doubles your child’s chances of 

becoming a good reader? Research tells us this 

will decrease their chances of committing a crime 

and increases their chances of living longer! 

Simply turn on the subtitles, they probably won’t 

even notice! 

 

Stephen Fry explains below; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-zISnJ-oao 

 

 

 Relay Runners! 
Congratulations to all our relay runners, 

fantastic efforts made and a huge sum of 

money raised which far exceeded 

expectations! We are very proud of you all! 

 

Forename Class 
Distance 
(KM) 

Erin Year 2 4 

Olive Year 2 3 

Eriana Year 2 3 

Isadora Year 2 3 

Islay Year 2 4 

Ella Year 3 3 

Jowan Year 3 6 

krish Year 3 3 

Ellis Year 3 4 

James Year 3 3 

Audrey Year 4 5 

Aneira Year 5 3 

Cerys Year 5 7 

Ruby Year 5 3 

Alfie Year 6 6 

Jake Year 6 10 

Tuana Year 6 10 

Dylan Year 6 6 

Maz Year 6 12 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-zISnJ-oao


 
 
 

 
 
Key Dates      
 

 

 

 
Class 

  

Nursery The whole class for being amazing and working super hard! 

Reception To the whole of Reception for being so delightful and engaged on 
Google Classroom J 

Year 1 To the whole of Year 1 for being so fantastic with their online 
learning. I can’t wait to see you all on Monday! 

Year 2 Well done to the whole of Year 2 for having such an incredible 
attitude towards online learning over the last 9 weeks! You have all 
worked so hard and I couldn’t be prouder to be your teacher! I can’t 
wait to see you all next week. 

Year 3 The whole of Year 3 for their amazing motivation, engagement and 
perseverance these past few weeks. Myself and Mrs Blanks are so 
proud of all of Year 3 (don't know if you need to add that in).  

Year 4 Tessa for always showing enthusiasm on google classroom and 
catching up on any missed work. 
 
Mohammad for always having a go at the online lessons, even 
without access to the google meet 

Year 5 Lily for always being positive and enthusiastic in lessons, and coming 
up with great ideas! 

Sara for being focussed and engaged in google classroom lessons, and 
for always being helpful! 

Year 6 Ellie for working hard throughout lockdown, persevering and building 
confidence. 
Tuana for working hard throughout lockdown, remaining positive and 
being a great role model. 

 Academic Year 2020-21 

Monday 8th March Children return to School! 

Wednesday 31st March Break up for Easter Holidays | 13:30 

Class Merits 

 



 

 

GET TESTED today 

 

The chance of a return to normal life on June 21st is not one any of us want to miss. 

Hounslow still has one of the highest rates of infections in London. 

With schools re-opening on Monday 8th March there will be more contact between families as parents/guardians 

drop off and collect children from school.  Teachers will be taking part in testing twice a week and we want parents 

to support this effort by accessing our FREE Rapid COVID testing in the community. 

Around 1 in 3 people who have COVID-19 don’t show any symptoms and can spread it without knowing.  We are 

encouraging ALL parents/guardians who will be taking children to school to get a COVID-19 test.  Our centres are 

open 7 days a week. 

 

What do you need to? 

Book a test at  www.hounslow.gov.uk/rapidtest or call: 0207 084 9697 

 

Test sites open 7 day a week for people without symptoms 

• Heston Library New Heston Road, Hounslow TW5 0LW 

• Hounslow House 7 Bath Road, Hounslow TW3 3EB 

• Isleworth Library Twickenham Road, Isleworth TW7 7EU 

• Staines Rugby Club Snakey Lane, Feltham TW13 7NB 

 

If you have symptoms book a test here https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119 

You might be eligible for support if you need to self-isolate. To find out if you qualify visit:  

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/hub  

 

Helps us safely release restrictions and get our children back to school 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hounslow.gov.uk%2Frapidtest&data=04%7C01%7CClare.McKenzie%40hounslow.gov.uk%7C8c436220ec5142f935e708d8de60540a%7C5b62666662464c9bacc7716a5a94bd03%7C0%7C0%7C637503852586638589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EumEYosW8wkbSqsMvo1eHHhdsl6HO4hVOkoI8bhEt%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hounslow.gov.uk%2Frapidtest&data=04%7C01%7CClare.McKenzie%40hounslow.gov.uk%7C8c436220ec5142f935e708d8de60540a%7C5b62666662464c9bacc7716a5a94bd03%7C0%7C0%7C637503852586638589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EumEYosW8wkbSqsMvo1eHHhdsl6HO4hVOkoI8bhEt%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hounslow.gov.uk%2Frapidtest&data=04%7C01%7CClare.McKenzie%40hounslow.gov.uk%7C8c436220ec5142f935e708d8de60540a%7C5b62666662464c9bacc7716a5a94bd03%7C0%7C0%7C637503852586638589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EumEYosW8wkbSqsMvo1eHHhdsl6HO4hVOkoI8bhEt%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hounslow.gov.uk%2Fhub&data=04%7C01%7CClare.McKenzie%40hounslow.gov.uk%7C578b9507296a4a84014108d8deed9f5b%7C5b62666662464c9bacc7716a5a94bd03%7C0%7C0%7C637504459443439344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BrnAZJnt0%2FaMbMsc0w3aGWuBQ4LHTP3S8q7MsdxY4lI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hounslow.gov.uk%2Fhub&data=04%7C01%7CClare.McKenzie%40hounslow.gov.uk%7C578b9507296a4a84014108d8deed9f5b%7C5b62666662464c9bacc7716a5a94bd03%7C0%7C0%7C637504459443439344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BrnAZJnt0%2FaMbMsc0w3aGWuBQ4LHTP3S8q7MsdxY4lI%3D&reserved=0

