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Dear Parents and Children, 
 
It was good to meet lots of you at the ‘Tea with the Teacher’ events this week. If you were not able to come 
along, all of the information will be shared on our school website, so please do go on and check. I have very 
much enjoyed getting to know more of the children personally this week; they are a fantastic bunch and 
definitely a credit to the school! Lots of them have great ideas about how the school ‘should be run’ and how 
things could be improved. Our first school council meeting of the year is next week and I have no doubt we 
will be bombarded with suggestions, which we will also share with you.  
 
Best Wishes 
Marais Leenders 
Executive Headteacher 
 
Suggestion Book  
 
Following some of the useful feedback that we’ve had from parents (see table), we are introducing a feedback 
book to support general school improvement. If you have an idea about how we can make improvements to 
our school, you can share these with us in a non-personal and easy way. This about making the school a 
better place for everyone and we’d like to find out how you think we could achieve this. Please look out for 
the comment book in the playground and remember to avoid comments personal to yourself or about a 
member of staff but instead indicate in a more general way, how we could be even better.  
 
Blaze’s Pup-Date 
 
Blaze spent some time working with children in Year 1 on Thursday. He was very excited to be back in school 

and helping the 
children with their 
learning.  
Blaze will be with 
us in school most 
Thursday’s and 
will continue to 
work with small 
groups of children 
under the 
supervision of an 
adult.  
If you would 
prefer that your 
child did not 
interact with Blaze 
please let the 
office know.  
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PTA 
 
All parents are automatically members of the Worple Parent Teacher Association. The aim 
of the PTA is to raise for finds for the school to enhance the educational experience of 
the pupils. This may be through contributing to school trips, sponsoring workshops or 
productions or even buying new equipment for the school.  
The current committee is always looking for additional help from parents with your level 
of commitment varying from just being an extra pair of hands at individual events to 

running events or even becoming a member of the committee. If you’re interested in helping out in any way, 
please see Miss Blanks in Year 5 who is the current committee chair.  
 
School Lunches 

All parents must ensure that they have ordered lunches through the ParentPay system 

at least 2 weeks in advance although if you wish you can order for the whole term. 

As all meals have to be prepared off-site the ordering system locks out further orders 

after the 2 week deadline. If you have not managed to order a lunch in time then your child will need to 

bring a packed lunch in for any days that you have not ordered. This applies for everyone even those on 

free-school meals or in KS1.  

Watches 

Children are welcome to wear a cheap watch to school and we would strongly encourage the 

use of an analogue watch as this helps children learn to tell the time. However we would ask 

that children do NOT wear smart watches or ‘fit-bits’ to school as the school cannot take 

responsibility for loss or damage to expensive items.  

 

Parent Feedback 

You said… We did… 

- Greater focus on arts 
and creativity 
 

As a school, we are working hard to raise the profile of all foundation subjects. 
Art and DT are alternated on a half-termly basis and should be taught on a 
weekly basis. Arts skills are also used on a cross-curricular basis through broad 
topic themes. Children also have the opportunity to take part in our very 
popular arts and crafts after school club, which has recently recommenced.  

- More focus in Y5 – Y6 
on preparing for 
secondary school and 
workload 
 

Are liaising with local secondary schools to come and talk to Y5 & Y6 about life 
at secondary school in order to prepare them for the increased workload and 
to help them think about which secondary school might be right for them.  

- More opportunity to 
learn music instruments 
 

Have set up recorder club for Y2-6; continued lunchtime choir clubs for KS1 & 
KS2. Continued with ukulele lessons for Y4 with optional additional lessons for 
small groups in Y5. Set up additional small group violin lessons. 

- I would like to see 
more P.E. activities.  
More activities would 
be good considering 
there is a national issue 
on obesity 
 

We have had a year round running/walking track set up so that children can 
exercise no matter the weather. Ensured all classes have a minimum of 2 
hours of PE lessons a week. Continued the swimming taster sessions for all 
year groups, which will take place throughout the year. 
Are liaising with coaches to set up additional sports clubs for before and after 
school.  
We have coaches from Dukes Meadows Tennis academy working with both Y1 
and Y4 over the course of this half term. 
We are also encouraging children to take part in the ‘Beat the Street’ initiative.  

- New and exciting 
homework every week 
would be nice 

We are asking each year group to review the homework that is set ensuring 
that it matches our school values while ensuring that homework reflects what 
they have been learning in class.  
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- Recycling? Possibly an 
‘eco council’ + 
gardening in the raised 
beds? 

Have arranged for the school council to set up an eco-working group and 
engaged other pupils to be our school eco-warriors (recycling team).   
EYFS currently use the raised beds for planting and hands-on learning; we are 
exploring the possibility of starting a gardening club for pupils. 

- More opportunities for 
parents to meet and 
engage 

Continued with our Tea with the teacher at the start of the year so that 
parents can meet the teacher and each other. Working with the PTA to plan 
events for the coming year and recruit more parents to the PTA committee.  

- More external 
workshops/productions 
visiting the school e.g. 
science labs/plays etc. 

This term we have a mobile planetarium coming into school to work with 
reception, Y5 and some other groups of children. We have African drumming 
workshops planned for Black History month and are always on the lookout for 
opportunities to expand our curriculum offer. 

- Encouragement from 
teachers to eat school 
dinners and not to just 
bin it or bring packed 
lunch if school dinners 
are not preferred 

We talk to the children at lunchtime about their meal choices and strongly 
encourage them to eat a balanced meal. Healthy eating is also covered by 
various areas of our school curriculum including Science and PSHE.  

- More strict on 
punctuality and better 
communication 
 

Gates will continue to be closed at 9am but with classroom doors opening at 
8:50am for a soft start.  
We are reviewing the effectiveness of our ParentMail system and considering 
how the use of Twitter could be re-introduced in order to better facilitate 
communication. We are also improving the provision of information on our 
school website.  

- School meal ordering 
system is poor.   
 

We are aware of the issues surrounding our school meal ordering system. As a 
small school, we do not have a kitchen that can prepare food on site and so 
we must ensure that meals are ordered in advance. In order for this to be 
effective we really need parents help by making sure that they have ordered 
meals in advance. This can be done for a whole term.  

- Clearer roles and 
expectations of parent 
reps, PTA 

Parent reps have a job description, which was shared at the last parent rep 
meeting and will be a standing item on the agenda for future meetings.  
All parents are automatically members of the PTA and can be as involved as 
the wish. Miss Blanks in Y5 is the current chair of the PTA committee and is 
always looking for additional support; this could be at individual events as a 
helper or as a member of the committee.  

- Stability of leadership 
 

The school governors are fully committed to ensuring that we create security 
in this area. The new arrangements we hope will bring some stability in this 
area. 

 

Safeguarding 

So that we support each other in keeping children safe, we will be including a 

safeguarding section in our weekly newsletters. For the next few weeks we will 

be sharing a potential online danger or risk and information to help you to guide 

your children’s use of the internet.  

Age restrictions - Some online activities have age restrictions because they include content, which is not 

appropriate for children under a specific age. It’s important to help your children understand why age 

restrictions exist - for example, they provide a warning that the site may contain disturbing material that is 

unsuitable for younger viewers. It’s also important to know that the age of digital consent is 13 years old. 

This is the minimum age at which young people can agree to share information and sign up to social media 

without parental consent. Do your children get your permission before posting on social media? Do you know 

the age restrictions for the apps your children are using? 
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Instagram – 13yrs Tik Tok – 13yrs  WhatsApp – 16yrs Fortnite – 12yrs  Pokémon Go – 13yrs 

You can find out more at: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/ 

Next week: Content: How it can be used and shared 

 

Diary Dates  

Monday 23rd September Y6 Tea with the Teacher 9:00am in the hall 

Tuesday 24th September Y5 to visit Harry Potter Studios 
 

Wednesday 25th September Y4 First Swimming Session 

Thursday 26th September Y2 visit to Museum of London 
Y6 First Swimming taster session 

Friday 27th September Macmillan Coffee Morning 9am – all parents welcome 

Friday 4th October Y1 Bake Sake – 3:30pm  

Tuesday 8th October Y5 Visit to Science Museum 
 

Friday 18th  October Y2 Class Assembly - parents invited – 9:10am 

Monday 21st October to Friday 
25th October 

Half Term Break 

Monday 11th November KS1 War Memorial Visit 
 

Thursday 21st November Y6 Class assembly 9:10am 
 

Thursday 19th December Last Day of Autumn Term – school closes at 2pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
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Merits                        Attendance and Punctuality 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nursery To the whole class for settling in so well in the 
first week. 

Reception Frank-Junior for working hard in writing his 
name. 
Lacey for being a brilliant role model for how 
to behave in Reception. 

Year 1 
 

Rahim for always trying his best and 

participating well in lessons. 

Nicole for working hard on her writing in 

French. 

Year 2 
 

Anesu for always being ready to learn. 

Vincenzo for always being ready to learn. 

Year 3 
 

Rabiyah for always offering to help around the 

class and for always saying please and thank 

you. 

Charlie for a fantastic piece of writing in 

English this week. 

Year 4 
 

Mollymay for really being focussed and trying 

hard, especially in Maths. 

Harry for always trying his best and for always 

being polite and helpful. 

Year 5 Alfie W for trying his best and working hard in 

Maths all week. 

Kayleigh for working hard in Maths and never 

giving up! 

Year 6 To the whole class for great work. 

 Attendance Punctuality 

Nursery 
 

100% 0 

Reception 
 

98% 1 

Year 1 
 

99% 1 

Year 2 
 

100% 0 

Year 3 
 

98% 0 

Year 4 
 

99% 0 

Year 5 
 

99% 2 

Year 6 
 

96% 1 
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Term and Holiday Dates 2019-2020 
 

 

 
Please note:  

On the last day of each term (19th Dec, 2nd April, and 21st July) school closes at 
2pm. 
Please remember to book your holidays during school holidays. Term time holidays 
are not authorised. 
 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

Inset Day Monday 2nd September   Closed 

Inset Day Tuesday 3rd September Closed 

First Day of Term Wednesday 4th September Open 

Half Term Break Monday 21st  October to Friday 25th  
October  

Closed 

Return to School Monday 28th  October  Open 

Last Day of Term Thursday 19th December  - school closes at 
2pm 

Open 

Christmas Break – Friday 20th December to Friday 3rd 
January 

Closed 

SPRING TERM 2020 

Inset Day Monday 6th  January 2020 Closed 

First Day of Term Tuesday 7th January Open 

Half Term Break Monday 17th  to Friday 21st February Closed 

Return to School Monday 24thFebruary   Open 

Last Day of Term Thursday 2nd April  -  school closes at 2pm Open 

Inset Day Friday 3rd April (C8 inset day) Closed 

Spring Holiday Break – Monday 6th  to Friday 17th  April Closed 

SUMMER TERM 2020 

First Day of Term Monday 20th April Open 

May Day Friday 8th May (please note the change) Closed 

Half Term Break Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 Closed 

Return to School Monday 1st June Open 

Inset Day Friday 12th  June  Closed 

Last Day of Term Tuesday 21st July 2020 - school closes at 2pm Open 
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