
 

21 October 2022 

Head Teacher’s Update   

Dear Parents, 

And so, we have come to the end of the first half 

term of the school year, which always feels like a 

busy half term with all of the children settling into 

new classes and new routines.  

That being said, they have done this beautifully and 

over the last week, we have had the pleasure of 

getting into see all classes and observing all 

teachers.  

The one thing that never fails to impress me, in any 

of the classes we visited was the way in which the 

children work together, support each other and the 

kindness they show to one another. We have 

observed children supporting one another with 

reading, working together to solve problems, and 

encourage children who may find a task 

challenging! It is truly humbling to watch and 

certainly makes you wonder what happens as 

children grow into adults in some places or cases!  

The engagement of the children in their learning 

has also been such a pleasure to watch. The 

teachers at Worple really do work so hard to ensure 

that the children enjoy what they are learning, and 

it is always a task to tell them to leave in the 

evenings and to take a break during the holidays. I 

would like to say a special thanks to our teaching 

and support staff who all ‘put so much into’ the life 

of our school! 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the school, can I also thank you as 

parents for ensuring that your child has been in 

school and ready to learn. It really does help us so 

much when you are working in partnership with us. 

Half term is always a great time to get the children 

out, especially the autumn one when nature looks 

so beautiful. There are so many lovely parks and 

outside spaces all around us, I hope that you are 

able to make the most of them over the half term 

break. 

Enjoy whatever you do, thank you to the children 

for a half term of some excellent work. 

 
Best wishes 

 

 

 
Marais Leenders  
Executive Headteacher   

 

 

   



 

Open Days 
We have scheduled our open days on the following days 

starting at 09:15am. We are happy to take you on a tour 

of our school so that you can get an idea of life at 

Worple. 

 Tuesday, 15th November – ALMOST FULLY BOOKED 

 Wednesday, 7th December 

 Tuesday, 10th January  

Please do contact the office to book your preferred 

date. 

 
Parent Survey feedback- 
Part 2 - Communication 
 

We asked you how you felt about communication.  
 

Some parents felt that communication could be better; 
that information needs to be shared well in advance of 
events and that information about children’s learning 
was not always available.  
 

We continue to work hard to ensure information is 
shared in a timely manner and that you are well 
informed about your child’s progress and what they are 
learning at school. Over the last half term we have 
updated all the curriculum areas of our website. A yearly 
overview for every class is now available, accompanied 
by the PPT that class teachers delivered during the 
curriculum talks at the beginning of the academic year. 
See link below. 
 

https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curric
ulum-overviews 
 

Our weekly newsletter is the main way we share 
information with you so please do make sure you are 
reading it. It is posted on the website and sent out 
through parent mail, but should you need a paper copy 
we are more than happy to print one for you if you ask 
at the office.  All upcoming events key dates and any 
changes are shared and updated regularly in the 
newsletter. We are continuing to explore social media 
options which will enable us to share information in an 
alternative way, please do bear with us while we carry 
out these investigations.  
 
Although we endeavour to ensure that all information is 
communicated in good time, sometimes unforeseen 
circumstances or last minute opportunities mean we 
can’t always give you the notice we would like to.  

Extra-curriculum activities 
 

 After school clubs – Those attending 

after school clubs, will resume again on 
Monday, 7th November. However, Basketball 
Club will resume on Friday, 4th November. 

 

 Interventions – Those attending early 

morning writing club and phonics booster 

lessons, will resume again on Tuesday, 8th 

November starting promptly at 08:30am.  

A reminder that children arriving after 08:45am 

will have unfortunately missed the intervention 

lesson and will need to enter the school via the 

gates as normal. 

 

 Breakfast club – Those attending 

Breakfast club will continue from the day 

children return to school, Wednesday 2nd 

November starting at 08:30am.  

A reminder that children arriving after 08:45am 

will have unfortunately missed breakfast and will 

need to enter the school via the gates as normal. 

 
Year 6’s walking home 
from after school clubs 
 
The clocks will be going back at the end of October 
which means that it will be darker earlier. We will not 
allow children to walk or cycle 
home by themselves in the 
dark. If your child is in year 6 
and attends an afterschool 
club please make 
arrangements for them to be 
collected.  
 

Free School Meal vouchers 
 
FSM parents will receive their vouchers today Friday 21st 
October to cover from Monday 24th October to Tuesday 
1st November. 
 

https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum-overviews
https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum-overviews


 

EYFS – visitor 
 

Last Friday EYFS had a special visitor - a local 
paramedic. The children have been learning 
about people who help us in our community so 
it was brilliant getting to spend time with a real 
paramedic who taught the children all about 
being a member of the London Ambulance 
Service. There was even an opportunity to try 
on some of her real uniform and ask questions. 
The children had a brilliant time!" 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Upcoming Classroom 

event dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Years 

Virtual Parents 

evening on 8th & 9th 

November. Please 

book online to meet 

with your child’s 

teacher. 

Year 6 

Trip to Imperial War 

Museum on 15th 

November. Letter 

relating to the trip will 

be sent home in due 

course. 



 

Y6 – Make do & Mend 
For DT this term our class was learning how to 
sew, based on WW1 ‘make-do and mend’. For 
our final piece we were given ripped, broken or 
too small pieces of clothing that we had to 
make into something new. Before we had 
gotten to this stage, Miss Blanks kindly taught 
us the different types of stitch. Whip stitch, 
running stitch and blanket stitch are the most 
basic types. Many children carried on sewing at 
home, not just in the once-a-week classes and 
ended up making some fabulous articles of 
clothing. On the last week of term week our 
class held a fashion show, starring the whole 
class. Special guests (Mrs Whittaker and Mrs 
Hurn) were overwhelmed at what the students 
had created. The whole class enjoyed it 
tremendously! Not forgetting the most 
important person there… Sujay the camera 
man! 

Audrey.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

Writers corner – KS1 
 

Supporting Writing During the Half-Term 

 

In KS1 we are always looking for ways to support children’s progress in writing. During the 

half term, there are many different ways in which you can do this too. Simple things such as 

riding a bike, or playing on monkey-bars will help to 

improve children’s fine motor skills, which in turn will allow 

them to become even more successful in their writing. 

Writing should be a fun activity – you might want to 

encourage your child to use chalk to write on the ground, 

or maybe ask them to stick a piece of paper to the bottom 

of a table and lay down on the floor to write!  

Reading to and with your children is just as important.  To help your 

child become more familiar with stories, you could try sequencing 

and retelling events from the stories that you have read together 

or use role play to act out different parts of familiar tales. Reading 

from a wide range of texts will allow your child to explore 

imaginative settings, events and characters and these will also help 

to inform your child’s creative writing ability. It can be helpful to 

encourage your child to check and edit their work, using as much 

ambitious vocabulary as possible alongside accurate and consistent punctuation. 

 

Year 1 - This term in English we have been writing stories based on our term book. Children 

have been planning, writing, editing and improving a narrative. At this stage in the year, we 

are focused heavily on capital letters, full stops, finger spaces, and handwriting. 

Writing prompts: Describe a favourite photograph; imagine your favourite toy came to life; 

keep a diary about your half term.  

Year 2 - This term we have been writing stories based upon the book ‘Troll Swap’. Our 

stories have featured two characters with opposite personalities who swap places. Our 

focus has been on the use of capital letters, punctuation, and finger spaces. We have also 

made sure that we are using adjectives to describe, and conjunctions (because, and, so) to 

link ideas in a sentence. 

Writing prompts: Describe a character from your favourite book; describe your best 

holiday; write a welcome letter to an alien who is visiting Earth for a day. 

Have a lovely half term. 
 

 



  

Secondary school transfer - 

FINAL REMINDER 

If your child is currently in Year 6 and born between 1 
September 2011 and 31 August 2012, they will 
transfer to secondary school in September 2023. 
 
Transferring from Primary to Secondary is an enormous 
step in your sons or daughter’s education and we are 
here to help should you need us.  
 
Over the coming weeks you have the opportunity to 
visit all the local secondary schools to consider which 
would be right for your child. You will find the list of all 
Hounslow secondary school open days attached to this 
newsletter. Although you or your child may already 
have an idea about where you would like your child to 
go, I would urge you to use this time to visit as many 
schools as you can. Often you may be surprised by your 
visit and a school you could clearly see your child in is 
not what you expected at all.  
 
The link below will take you to Hounslow admissions 
where you can find out all the information you need re: 
dates and times of the secondary school open days and 
evenings. 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20032/secon
dary_admissions/1907/apply_to_transfer_to_sec
ondary_school/2  

We are very aware of how daunting these decisions can 
be and so we shared some useful information during 
the curriculum talk on Tuesday 27thSeptember. A copy 
of this presentation can be found on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

All applications must be completed online by 
31 October 2022.  

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20032/secondary_admissions/1907/apply_to_transfer_to_secondary_school/2
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20032/secondary_admissions/1907/apply_to_transfer_to_secondary_school/2
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20032/secondary_admissions/1907/apply_to_transfer_to_secondary_school/2


  

External Advertising: 

 

Parenting in a digital age event 

Young people growing up today are ‘digital natives’ - the first 

generation to grow up exclusively in the digital age. The impact 

of digital technology is far-reaching; creating both challenges 

and opportunities. What does research tell us about the 

impact of this? How can we respond? How can we help them 

build healthy relationships, deal with social media and learn 

to avoid explicit content? All Souls Church is hosting 

an evening for parents and anyone who is interested in 

learning more, in an engaging and interactive seminar at All 

Souls, led by Jason Royce, former director of Romance 

Academy. Tuesday 1 November, 7.45-9.45pm. Tickets £5. Sign 

up link -https://allsouls.churchsuite.com/events/wdxtfu1p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://allsouls.churchsuite.com/events/wdxtfu1p


  
 

 


