
 

13 January 2023

Head Teacher’s Update   
 

Dear Parents 

This term we have a big maths focus! At the end of 

last term, we carried out a review of our maths 

provision. We were delighted with the work that we 

saw being done in the classroom and particularly the 

engagement of the children, most seemed to really 

enjoy maths, which was really pleasing to hear.  We 

are keen to ensure that all of the children are being 

really challenged and the most able mathematicians 

‘developed’ that little bit further.  

Over the last year we have had a teacher coming 

over to Worple from Brentford school to work with 

some of our children in year 6. We hope to be able 

to extend this provision this year, to potentially 

including children from other year groups as well. 

Additionally, our work in maths this term will include 

ensuring that children who need a little more help in 

this area, are also receiving it, and across the week, 

we will be running a number of interventions 

focused on this area.  

Please do remember that a child’s development is 

not a sprint it is a marathon. Particularly in maths, 

some children will understand some aspects of the 

work really well and maybe another not so well. This 

will never be an issue as we continuously work to 

embed the key functions of maths across the 

curriculum and across all years.  

You can also help at home, just by practising times 

tables, getting the children to do simple calculations 

and cost things for you, e.g. your shopping list etc. 

 

 

As always, if you are worried or concerned or even 

unsure about what you child is doing and how you 

can support, please do contact your child’s teacher. 

 

Let’s hope the weather improves for the weekend so 

that you can at least get your child out to enjoy some 

daylight hours! 

 
 

 
 
 

Marais Leenders  
Executive Headteacher   



 

Class Assemblies 
We are excited to announce that we are re-launching 

Class Assemblies! 

This is a fantastic opportunity for parents to come in 

and get a better understanding on what their child is 

learning about.  

Please diarise the following dates for your child’s 

year, all starting at 09:15am in the school hall. 

 

Year 1  - Thursday 23rd March 

Year 2  - Tuesday 20th June  

Year 3 - Thursday 28th June  

Year 4  - Thursday 9th February 

Year 5  - Wednesday 24th May  

 

We will not have a Class Assembly for EYFS as they 

hold termly ‘Stay & Plays’ and Year 6 will be doing an 

end of year production as well as Leavers Assembly 

at the end of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Interventions 
We want our pupils to keep up not have to catch up, 

in Maths, and so this term teachers will be using 

same day interventions to keep as many pupils on 

track as possible.  

 

This style of interventions allows children to receive 

the quality first teaching (which we know is the most 

effective way for children to make progress) by 

staying in the classroom during the morning lesson. 

Then pupils catch up with the learning they need 

more support with (or to consolidate shaky learning) 

after the lesson. In most classes this will be in the 

afternoon and with their class teacher.  

 

Other interventions which are intended to close gaps 

in learning and to stretch the most able will also be 

delivered throughout the school day by school staff. 

Parents will be notified should their children be 

selected for these sessions.  

 



 

‘Lost Property’ designated 

area 

Many of you may already be aware but we have 
a new ‘Lost Property’ box. This can be found 
outside the sheltered seating area opposite 
Nursery and Reception classes.  

It is easily accessible for parents/pupils so you can 

have a quick look inside for any lost items. A 

reminder once again to please label 

all clothes to make it easier for you to 

locate them if thay are mislaid!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bikeability – Year 6 
Cycle trainers will be visiting our school from 23rd to 

27th January to provide Year 6 children the 

opportunity to participate on a bikeability course.  

Letters were sent home to all Y6 pupils last week and 

we request you return the consent forms by no later 

than Monday 16th January. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Ambassadors 

Research tell us that children who are regularly 

read to, and who regularly read themselves, have 

a significant improved chance at scoring higher in 

school tests and GCSE subjects. In Maths GCSE 

word problems for example can be especially 

challenging as a student often needs to read and 

understand the question. 

We are delilghted to have welcomed a number of 

Year 12 students from Brentfod School for Girls 

this week to work alongside teachers and help 

children with their reading. They will be here for 

the next 5 weeks and this is a great opportunity 

not only for us but also for the BSFG students 

moving forward into their own respective paths. 

 

 

 



 

Celebration Certificates  

Worple’s value for Spring term is ‘Curiosity’ and 
the following children have excelled in this field 
earning themselves a certificate this week! 

 

 

 

Nursery 

Rewan 
Ahmadi 

For starting to ask questions at carpet time. 

Archie 
Holdaway 

For always showing curiosity when he is learning something new. 

Reception 

Olivia Paasch Well done Olivia for working really hard all week, especially in our phonics 
and writing. We are so proud of you! 

Ilinca-Rose 
Cullen 

Well done Ilinca for working incredibly hard with your reading and helping 
your friends. We are so proud of you! 

Year 1 

Yelyzaveta 
Palagitska 

For always trying her best and becoming much more confident in taking 
part in whole class conversations. Well done Yelyzaveta! 

Amira 
Stambouli 

For being motivated and an independent student with a great love of 
learning. Well done Amira! 

Year 2 

Zavier Zelaya For having a fantastic return to school – asking incredible questions and 
throwing himself into his learning! 

Dotty Slade-
Bradley 

For engaging fantastically in all of her lessons. Dotty has been completing 
more work than ever this week – well done! 

Year 3 

Elijah 
Whonder-
Arthur 

For being curious about everything in the classroom and always asking 
questions to find out more. 

Zuhaa Ahmadi For being curious in science this week. Thinking really carefully about why 
animals have different skeletons. 

Year 4 
Max Mitchell For being curious in all lessons and asking lots of questions! 

Erin Dawson For being really curious about Pompeii and asking great questions. 

Year 5 

Jowan 
Trevaskis 

For always challenging his peers and teacher with interesting questions. 
Always lots to share on topic work. 

Krish Ghai For always asking a lot of questions and making us think! 

Year 6 

Dillan Leid For being curious about poetry and choosing to read poems aloud in class! 

Gus Clark For thinking deeply and showing curiosity about absolutely everything. 

 



 

Maths Corner – Years 5 & 6 
Parents have a great opportunity to develop their 

children’s Maths skills at home by involving them 

in everyday activities. If your children can help you 

find the best deal for your car insurance or work 

out which supermarket deal is cheapest, then it’s 

helping them understand Maths in real life. It also 

helps develop their basic Maths and problem-

solving skills, which are really important in the UK 

primary curriculum. Don’t underestimate yourself, 

or the power you have as a parent getting involved 

in your child’s learning. Ofsted have specifically 

stated that parental engagement raises pupil 

achievement. So here are some tips and ideas to 

show how you can improve your child’s maths 

skills at home. 

1. Start with a Positive Mindset. 

Do you ever hear yourself saying “I’m really 

bad at Maths”? It’s only small, but your 

children can pick up on negativity towards 

subjects and, unfortunately, this can be a real 

barrier to their learning. We advise parents to 

try using positive language around your 

children when talking about Maths. You may 

not mean to be negative, but your children 

may take it to heart. Your positivity may well 

improve their Maths attitude! 

2. Learn Their Maths Methods 

You can also support your child’s learning by 

getting to grips with the Maths they learn, like 

the grid method and bar modelling. 

Sometimes parents try to help by teaching 

their children methods they learned in 

school. This can confuse children. Try instead 

to learn the method that your child uses by 

asking to see the school’s Calculation Policy, 

speaking to their teacher, or Googling it. This 

ensures continuity between school and home 

learning for your child and genuinely 

improves their learning!  

https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/images

/uploads/pdfs/Calculation_Policy_%28April_2

018%29.pdf 

3. Practise Reading the Time 

As we move into digital, many children are 

growing up not reading analogue clocks. 

Make sure your child practises reading 

analogue clocks in everyday life, as this is part 

of the Maths curriculum. Ask questions like, 

“how long until we have to leave for school?” 

and “If you start at 8.25am and arrive at 8.50, 

how long is the journey?” 

4. Use Fractions in Daily Life 

Fractions can be simple for you to practise 

with your child. Simple common fractions can 

be reinforced at home even if you’re not too 

confident with fractions. Stick to fractions 

you know such as ½ or ¼. See a window split 

into four coloured panels? Ask your child 

“what fraction of the window is coloured in 

blue?” You don’t have to use rounded shapes 

such as cakes and pizzas to practise fractions, 

just make sure the separate parts of the 

shape are all the same size. 

5. Times Tables 

Practice Practice Practice! As everybody 

knows, it’s essential for children to learn their 

times tables in order to access harder Maths 

questions. This is an easy thing to practise 

with their children - sneak it in when they’re 

bored! Make car journeys go by faster, or 

distract them on the bus by asking times 

tables questions. Challenge them to say their 

times tables backwards if they get bored of 

reciting them. 

6. Use Open Questions 

Sometimes it’s just plain hard not to work out 

the correct answer for your child’s homework 

without simply giving it to them. 

Unfortunately, just giving children the answer 

to their homework means don’t learn to work 

the answer out for themselves. This means 

they’ll get stuck without you. Next time your 

child needs help with their homework, try 

asking prompting questions such as: “Why did 

you write that down?” “How did you get that 

answer?” “What method did you use?” This 

will help your child fully understand the maths 

methods they’re using and reinforce 

independent learning. 

https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/images/uploads/pdfs/Calculation_Policy_%28April_2018%29.pdf
https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/images/uploads/pdfs/Calculation_Policy_%28April_2018%29.pdf
https://www.worple.hounslow.sch.uk/images/uploads/pdfs/Calculation_Policy_%28April_2018%29.pdf


 

Reception 2023 

admissions – LAST 

REMINDER 

Children born between 1 September 2018 and 31 
August 2019 will start school in September 2023.  
 
Applications have opened and these are done 
online using Eadmissions, which can be found on 
the below link along with all relevant 
Information: 
 
 
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20028/prima
ry_admissions/1906/primary_school_admissions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nursery 2023 

admissions 
Children born between 1 September 2019 and 31 
August 2020 can apply for part-time place in 
school nursery from September 2023.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing date for applications is 

15 January 2023 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20028/primary_admissions/1906/primary_school_admissions
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20028/primary_admissions/1906/primary_school_admissions


  

PTA 
 

Good afternoon Parents and Carers, 
 
February is starting to look pretty exciting…. 
 
Registration for the February Feelgood Challenge 

2023 (Formerly the Worple Relay) is now open!  

 Visit www.pta-
events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool to sign up 
and for further details. 

 
• Disco dates decided! 
 We’ll be hosting two discos on Friday 3rd 

February (3.15-4.30 for Nursery - Year2, and 
4.45 - 6.30 for years 3 - 6).  

 
Tickets are being sold at £1.50 and are 
available to buy on the PTA site or from a 
friendly face in the playground. 

 
 Please let us know if you can help - we’ll need 

lots of helpers for each session to ensure it's 
safe and fun for everyone. 

 
• Tickets for Talking Challenge, Resilience and 

Determination with Lisa Lloyd and Jessica 
Hepburn are due to go on sale in two weeks 
and we’re expecting them to go very quickly! 

 

If you have any suggestions for activities or events 
later this year, please drop us an email at 
pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

Happy Friday! 
 

Katie 
On behalf of Friends of Worple PTA 
 

 
 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Throughout 
February 

The February Feelgood 
Challenge 

Friday 24th 
February at 7.30pm  

Talking Challenge, Resilience 
& Determination. 
With Lisa Lloyd and Jessica 
Hepburn 

Friday 3rd Feb 3.15 - 
4.30pm 

EYFS & KS1 Disco 

Friday 3rd Feb 4.45 - 
6.30pm 

KS2 Disco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
mailto:pta@worple.hounslow.sch.uk


  
 

 


