
 

20 January 2023

Head Teacher’s Update   
 
 

I hope that you have all had a good week.  

You should have by now received a letter from 

me regarding the strike action due to take place 

in February and March. I am sure that you will 

have seen on the news, that the largest teaching 

and support staff union, have balloted to strike. 

The strikes are not related to anything to do with 

specific schools, but are focused on teachers’ 

pay, and the unfunded pay rises that have been 

given, the impact of which is going to be felt by 

children in the classrooms across the country.  

 
I know for many of you the potential 

implications of trying to find child care will be a 

challenge, and therefore, as I wrote in my letter, 

it is very unlikely that we will be able to open the 

school on the 1st of February. As teachers and 

support staff do not need to let us know that 

they will be striking, we have to assume that 

teachers/support staff who are in this union will 

not be in school that day.  

 
We will of course keep you up to date with this 

situation and finalise any arrangements next 

week. 

 

 

 

Wishing you all a fantastic weekend. 

 
 

 
 
 
Marais Leenders  
Executive Headteacher   



 

Attendance 
This week we have been looking at attendance 

across the school. Parents will be informed 

today if their child’s attendance has fallen below 

95%. We are required by the local authority and 

government to alert parents to this fact as 

continued low attendance could impact 

significantly on a child’s learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bikeability Reminder – 

Year 6 
Cycle trainers will be visiting our school from 23rd to 

27th January to provide Year 6 children the 

opportunity to participate on a bikeability course.   

Please remember to bring your bike and helmet 

although please note that bikes and helments will be 

provided if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 
Schools are also required to track the 

attendance of children who are considered to be 

‘persistence absentees.’ This is because we 

know that missing school can seriously 

undermine a child’s education and future life 

chances. Wellbeing, self-esteem and 

socialisation also suffer as a consequence to 

intermittent attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many days off will make your child a persistence absence 
pupil 

Half term  1  
3½ days off school from September to October half term 
holiday will make your child a PA pupil 

Half term  1-2  
7 days off school from September until Christmas holiday 
will make your child a PA pupil 

Half term  1-3 
10 days of absence from September to February half term 
will make your child a PA student  

Half term  1-4 12 ½ days  

Half term  1-5  
15½ days of absence from September to May half term will 
make your child a PA student 

Half term  1-6  19 days of absence  



 

Year 5 & 6 – Lunchtime 

Football & Rugby clubs 
This week our new lunchtime clubs began and 
what a smashing start! The BFC and RRC coaches 
were impressed with the skills they saw at Worple 
and are looking forward to seeing the children 
progress. Everyone had so much fun! Miss 
Carridge apologises for how much mud they are 
bringing home.  
 
It is great to see the children being active, being a 
part of team and having a great time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Celebration Certificates  

Worple’s value for Spring term is ‘Curiosity’ and 
the following children have excelled in this field 
earning themselves a certificate this week! 

 

 

 

Nursery 
Oliver For always being curious and asking questions. 

Miya Trad For showing curiosity when learning new skills whilst cooking. 

Reception 

Oscar Haq 
Carter 

Well done Oscar for having a fantastic attitude towards his writing this 
week. Not only did he write a brilliant sentence independently but he also 
created a wonderful piece of homework on crocodiles! 

Kamil Choucair Well done Kamil for his fantastic reading this week. We are so proud of how 
hard you have worked with your phonics. Keep up the good work! 

Year 1 

Frida Locher-
Stringham 

For working hard and listening carefully at all times. Keep up the great 
effort. 

Luna Cousins For settling in so well on her first week at Worple. Well done Lund – it is 
such a pleasure to have you! 

Year 2 

Can Halvasi For his incredible bravery in starting to ask questions out loud. I am so proud 
that Can is beginning to find his voice! 

Alina Jon For never being afraid to ask questions when she needs help. Alina takes 
responsibility for her learning and always ensures that she is seeking help 
when she needs it! 

Year 3 

Hamza For showing great curiosity in everything he does and working really hard 
in every lesson. 

Selim For showing great curiosity in writing club and producing some amazing 
work. 

Year 4 

William For showing curiosity in Maths and independently working out cubed 
numbers. 

Macca For showing curiosity in ICT and investigating how to adapt images for 
different purposes. 

Year 5 

Autumn 
Bourne 

For showing curiosity about tag rugby club and having an amazing time. The 
coaches were so impressed! 

Navaeh 
Whonder-
Arthur 

For showing curiosity in maths, asking important questions and knowing 
when to ask for help 

Year 6 

Jack Crawford For being the class atlas and geographical encyclopaedia! Jack always wants 
to find out more about the world. 

Lola Mae 
Hughes 

For studying so hard for our daily topic quiz. She is driven by her curiosity 
about the world 

 

 



 

Reading Corner - EYFS 
 

Children learn to read pictures before they 
read words, and that’s why it’s so important 
to make use of picture books when reading 
with the youngest children. There will be a 
wide variation in reading and inference 
abilities in this age group, and this is normal. 

Children love to look at stories through the 
illustrations, ask questions and think about 
what will happen next. Repetitive language 
and the use of rhyme will also help children to 
predict, mimic and remember the words, and 
encourage them to join in with parents, 
teachers or older siblings at reading time.  

Below are some of our EYFS staff’s favourite 

books! What are yours? 

 

    

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery admissions – 

September 2023 
Do you have a child born between 01/09/2019 - 
31/08/2020?  If so, your child can take up free 15-
hour place in our school nursery in September 
2023. 
 
Sending your child to a school nursery provides a 
routine and structure to your child’s day and 
prepares them for starting Reception the 
following year. We provide a nurturing 
environment for children to develop new skills, 
grow as an individual and make new friends.  
 
Parents applying for a nursery place at our school 
should complete a nursery application form and 
return it to us. The application form for September 
2023 is available to download on our school 
website. Alternatively, you can request a copy 
from the school office. Please note, applications 
for September 2023 intake must be in by Friday 
10th March. 
 
Our next open mornings for prospective nursery 
parents will be held on: 
 

Wednesday 1st February at 9:15am 
 

Tuesday 28th February at 9:15am 
 
Working families who meet certain eligibility 
criteria, can also claim an additional 15 hours of 
free education and childcare a week - 30 hours in 
total.  You can split your hours between a school 
place (15 hours) and with another provider e.g. 
Sunnysmiles or a child minder for example.   
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

PTA 
 

Good afternoon Parents and Carers, 
 

Get the kids practising their deadliest disco dance 
moves in time for the Disco’s on Friday 3rd 
February! It’s going to be a fantastic afternoon of 
glow sticks, dance competitions, music and FUN! 
 

 
The party for the younger years will be straight 
after school until 4.30pm (we’ll make sure they 
get a snack and a drink), while year’s 3 - 6 have 
time to head home and change into their dancing 
gear before the Senior Disco at 4.45pm.  
 
There will also be a tuck shop at the Senior Disco, 
so they can bring along some change to treat 
themselves if they wish. 
 

Tickets are selling fast, so make sure to get yours. 
They are just £1.50 per child and are available 
online at: 
www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool or 
look out for PTA helpers in the playground. 
 

We still desperately need volunteers to supervise 
the Senior Disco, so if you can spare an hour and a 
half, please let us know. 

 
 

Have a lovely weekend, 
 

Katie 
On behalf of Friends of Worple PTA 
 

 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Throughout February The February Feelgood 
Challenge 

Friday 24th February 
7.30pm  

Taking Life On 
With Lisa Lloyd and 
Jessica Hepburn 

Friday 3rd Feb 3.15 - 
4.30pm 

EYFS & KS1 Disco 

Friday 3rd Feb 4.45 - 
6.30pm 

 Senior Disco (KS2) 

 

 

 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool


  

 
 
 



  

EXTERNAL ADVERTISING 
 

Adrian from Messy Cutz has recently opened his business and is offering free haircuts to all boys in the school on 28th 

and 29th January as a way of making a difference in the Isleworth community. 

 
 
  



  

 

 

 

 

 


