
 

27 January 2023

Head Teacher’s Update   
 

Dear Parents  

It's hard to believe that both Worple Primary 

and Brentford School for Girls (BSfG) started 

working together as two schools for 3 years 

now. Both schools have gained so much from 

the partnership. The secondary school have 

learnt about the early stages of learning, from 

the development of reading skills, in teaching 

children phonics and the SEND departments 

sharing best practice. Our maths specialist at 

Worple has worked closely with the maths 

department to support early maths teaching and 

in the reverse, the maths specialist at BSfG has 

supported Worple with looking at 'challenge' for 

the most able mathematicians that we have. We 

have shared resources, from school minibuses, 

borrowed facilities, and shared training 

opportunities, and expertise across a number of 

areas benefitting both schools.  

 
Over the last few weeks, we have had BSfG sixth 

form volunteers listening to the children read 

which has been fantastic. The children have 

loved meeting new people and having regular 

visitors listen to them read, and the girls have 

enjoyed this new opportunity. Later in the year, 

we are planning a number of Arts activities 

working with BSfG, where we will be able to use 

the specialist facilities at the school. I am proud 

to say that I am regularly approached by other 

schools to share what we are doing at Worple 

and BSfG, as an example of good practice.  

 
 
 
 
Thank you to all of the staff across both schools 

who continue to work hard to make the 

partnership successful. Please do ask your son/ 

daughter about the volunteers who have been 

visiting us across the school. 

Enjoy the weekend when it arrives 

Best wishes 

 

 
 
 
Marais Leenders  
Executive Headteacher   



 

Teacher Strike Action 
A letter was sent to all parents /carers via 

ParentMail advising that, after a careful risk 

assessment regarding staff available during the 

school day, the decision was made that the 

school will be CLOSED to all pupils on 1st 

February. 

Please do contact the office if you have not 

received the letter and would like a copy. 

 

First Aid – Medical 

Tracker 
From next week we 

are changing the way 

we will be reporting 

bumps and scrapes 

the children may get 

during the day. We 

have moved to a 

digital system which 

will automatically 

notify parents via 

email if their child has 

had a minor injury during the day. There will be 

no more slips coming home so please ensure we 

have up to date contact details for you.  

We will continue to contact you by phone should 

the incident be more serious or your child has 

had a bump to the head or face.  

 

 

After School club 

behaviour 
We have had a number of complaints from 

parents and children attending afterschool clubs 

about the behaviour of some children in these 

clubs, particularly when it is led by an outside 

provider.  

If a child’s behaviour is deemed unsafe, 

disrespectful or disruptive they will receive a 

warning and parents will be informed, if the 

behaviour does not improve they will be 

removed from the club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polite Request 
Please can we ask parents that are perhaps 

waiting for the gates to open in the afternoons 

to be respectful of other people’s property. We 

have had a few complaints of people sitting on 

walls and littering property with cigarette butts. 

 



 

Celebration Certificates  

Worple’s value for Spring term is ‘Curiosity’ and 
the following children have excelled in this field 
earning themselves a certificate this week! 

 

 

 

Nursery 

Doreen 
Korzehbor 

For trying really hard to say new words. 

Adam Oldham For showing curiosity when using the remote control cars. 

Reception 

Ryan Phillips Well done Ryan for coming into school with such a brilliant attitude towards 
your writing. You are working so hard and we are so proud of you! 

Rokas 
Jasevicius 

Well done Rokas for working so hard with your phonics. The sentences you 
have written this week have been fantastic and we are so proud of you! 

Year 1 

Amra Cela For always trying her best. Amra is always enthusiastic and helpful in the 
classroom. Well done Amra! 

Nayel Shah For trying so hard during maths work this week. Nayel is very enthusiastic, 
always willing to have a go at working out maths problems. Well done 
Nayel! 

Year 2 

Riya Ghai For always having the most well-thought out questions for every topic. It is 
so obvious that Riya is thinking about her learning and always seeking new 
knowledge. 

Zayn Choucair For always being equipped with the type of questions that make you stop 
and think. Well done Zayn for keeping Mr Watts on his toes! 

Year 3 

Hasitha 
Basnayake 

For showing great curiosity in all of his learning and for having a fantastic 
first week at Worple! 

Adrian Ma For asking lots of questions in Maths and being able to explain how he got 
his answer. 

Year 4 

Raiya Harris For showing great curiosity and asking great questions in English sessions. 

Sviatoslav 
Palagitskyi 

For being curious in all our lessons and asking questions. 

Year 5 

Anesu Mahere For asking thought-proving questions and always letter Miss Carridge know 
if she has made a mistake. 

Luke Banayo For showing curiosity in Maths and independently working out fraction 
questions. 

Year 6 

Tessa Gregory-
Weller 

For working hard on her reading and always wanting to find out more. 

Marcus 
Beecroft 

For always having an interesting fact to share or a thoughtful question to 
ask. What a curious student! 

 

 



 

 

Reading Corner – KS1 
Top tips for encouraging reading for pleasure. 

 

Reading is the foundation of learning. A child’s ability to access the curriculum and succeed in all 

aspects of their life is intimately linked with their ability to read and understand written language. 

At Worple, giving our pupils the strongest foundation of reading ability is a priority – and so is 

encouraging a life-long love for reading in all of our children. Here are some of our tips for 

developing your child’s passion for reading at home. 

 

Engage in Discussion 

The more a child is able to discuss what they are reading, the greater the sense of pride they will 

feel about the things they have read. It is important that we talk to children about their books. No 

opinion about a book is off-limits. If a child can express that they do not like a book then challenge 

them to explain their reasoning – this will assist in guiding both adults and children toward books 

that will be engaging and fun to read! 

 

Read Aloud and Act it Out 

Role play and activities rich in imagination are a fundamental part of a child’s development. 

Encourage your child to read out loud. In Year 2, we think about our “Voice Choice” when we 

read, encouraging us to consider the way in which characters and narrators would say their words. 

Acting out the events of a book allows children to consider the sequence in which events happen 

and think more deeply about their text in a fun and creative way. NEVER be afraid to dress up. 

 

If it’s Written, then it Counts as Reading. 

Gone are the days when magazines and comic books were considered to be a lazy or lesser form 

of reading. It is crucial that your child learns that their likes and dislikes with regard to reading are 

valid. Children should be encouraged to read in whatever medium they encounter and their 

opinions on what they have read should be listened to and valued. Being told that something they 

have read is silly is a sure-fire way to damage a child’s confidence. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Books for Year 1 – our recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books for Year 2 – our recommendations 

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery admissions – 

September 2023 
 
Do you have a child born between 01/09/2019 - 
31/08/2020?  If so, your child can take up free 15-
hour place in our school nursery in September 
2023. 
 
Sending your child to a school nursery provides a 
routine and structure to your child’s day and 
prepares them for starting Reception the 
following year. We provide a nurturing 
environment for children to develop new skills, 
grow as an individual and make new friends.  
 
Parents applying for a nursery place at our school 
should complete a nursery application form and 
return it to us. The application form for September 
2023 is available to download on our school 
website. Alternatively, you can request a copy 
from the school office. Please note, applications 
for September 2023 intake must be in by Friday 
10th March. 
 
Our next open mornings for prospective nursery 
parents will be held on: 
 

Tuesday 28th February at 9:15am 

Tuesday 7th March at 9:15am 
 

Due to the strike action on 1st February 
the school is closed. We have 
therefore had to cancel our Nursery 
open day previously scheduled for that 
day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Working families who meet certain eligibility 
criteria, can also claim an additional 15 hours of 
free education and childcare a week - 30 hours in 
total.  You can split your hours between a school 
place (15 hours) and with another provider e.g. 
Sunnysmiles or a child minder for example.   
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

Term and Holiday Dates 2023-24 

Please remember to book your holidays during school holidays. Term time holidays are not authorised and can 

lead to prosecution or a fixed penalty fine. 

 
 
 

 Autumn Term 

Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th September 
2023 

INSET DAYS – School closed for children   

Wednesday 6th September 2023 School starts for children    

Monday 23rd October -  
Friday 27th October 2023 

Half Term   

Monday 30th and Tuesday 31st October 
2023 

INSET DAYS – School closed for children 

Wednesday 1st November 2023 School starts for children    

Thursday 21st December 2023 
  

Break up for Christmas Holidays at 1:30pm  

Friday 22nd December 2023 – Friday 5th 
January 2024 

Christmas Holidays  

 Spring Term 

Monday 8th January 2024 
  

School starts for children   

Monday 12th - Friday 16th February 2024 Half Term  

Monday 19th February 2024 Children return to school  
 

Thursday 28th March 2024 Break up for Easter Holidays at 1:30pm  
 

Friday 29th March – Friday 12th April 
2024 

Easter Holidays  

 Summer Term 

Monday 15th April 2024 School starts for children  

Monday 6th May 2024 
  

May bank holiday – School closed   

Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2024 Half Term  

Monday 3rd June 2024 INSET DAY – School closed for children  
 

Tuesday 4th June 2024 Children return to school  
 

Wednesday 24th July 2024 Break up for Summer Holidays at 1:30pm  
 



  

PTA 
 

Good afternoon Parents and Carers, 
 

Next week it’s the Discos, on Friday 3rd February. 
Tickets (£1.50pp) will be on sale until Wednesday, so 
make sure to get one before then. 
 

Disco times: 
Nursery, Reception and Years 1&2: 3.15 - 4.30pm 
Years 3 - 6:    4.45 – 6:00pm 
 

Nursery - Y2 will not have the opportunity to change as 
it’ll be straight from class to the drinks and biscuits, but 
kids in years 3 - 6 will leave school at the normal time 
and are encouraged to come back in their disco finest, 
and bring some change for the tuck shop! 
 

 
We are inviting adults to buy tickets for Taking Life On, 
on 24th February at The Turk’s Head in St Margaret’s. 
It’s the opportunity to hear two extraordinary stories, 
so please buy a ticket and ask friends, family and 
neighbours to join you. See the poster for full details or 
visit www.peoplesfundraising.com/event/takinglifeon 
 

Don’t forget, you can complete your leg of the 
February Feelgood Challenge relay from Wednesday 
onwards, but please remember to sign up! www.pta-
events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool 
 

Have a lovely weekend, 
 

Katie 
On behalf of Friends of Worple PTA 
 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Throughout February The February Feelgood 
Challenge 

Friday 24th February 
7.30pm  

Taking Life On 
With Lisa Lloyd and 
Jessica Hepburn 

Friday 3rd Feb 3.15 - 
4.30pm 

EYFS & KS1 Disco 

Friday 3rd Feb 4.45 - 
6.30pm 

 Senior Disco (KS2) 

 

 

 

http://www.peoplesfundraising.com/event/takinglifeon
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/worpleprimaryschool


  

 
 
 



  

EXTERNAL ADVERTISING 
 

 

Adrian from Messy Cutz has recently opened his 

business and is offering free haircuts to all boys in 

the school on 28th and 29th January as a way of 

making a difference in the Isleworth community. 

 
 
  



  

 

 

 

 

 


